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PREFACE. 



The writing of the following remarks 
was first suggested by questions^ repeat- 
edly addressed to me by the less expe- 
rienced in religion, as to the most pro- 
fitable manner of perusing the Holy 
Scriptures. In preparing them for pub- 
lication I did not forget that the subject 
has been often and fully treated by abler 
hands; neither did I undertake it with 
an intention to condemn, or supersede 
any thing that has been written. My 
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intention was only to offer a few hints, 
the result of experience, for which I 
desire not the praise of originality, nor 
any praise bnt that of employing my time 
and talents to the purpose for which they 
were entrusted to me. It is a long time 
since I read any of the books in circula- 
tion upon the subject of Scripture Read- 
ing. If I have unconsciously collected 
And reproduced the opmions of others, 
let them be reo^ved as suoh ; if they are 
useful, my end is fully answered. TRie 
testimonies which, after the publication 
of the first section in a periodical worit, 
I received of the benefit that had been 
derived from my remarks, and many so- 
licitations made to me since, has deter- 
mined me to republish than in the pre- 
sent form. I feel that I have treated 
an inexhaustible subject but very slightly. 



PRKPACB. T 

If^ however, to any individual mind the 
value of the Scriptures has been Enhanced, 
if a single person has been enabled to 
read with more profit to themselves and 
more gratitude to Grod, by the remarks 
I have made, the work has been already 
blessed beyond its merits. 
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SACRED MUSIC. 



EXTRACT FROM AN OLD AUTHOR. 



WBEREUNTO shaU we likm the peqfkt nf 
this generation, and to what are theg likef* 
I represent to myself a nuiiiber of pdmons 
of yarious characters, iayolved inoDecomnioB 
charge of high treason* Tbfty are already 
in a state of confinement^ butnotyeibioiight 
to their trial. The factSj however, ai^ bo 
plain, and the evidence against them m 
strong and pointed, that there is not the 
least doubt of their guilt being fully proTed, 
and that nothing but a pardon can preserre 
them from punishment. In this situaition, 
it should seem their wisdom^ to avail them* 
selves of every expedient in their power 
for obtaining mercy* But they are entirely 
regardless of their danger, and wholly taken 
up with contriving methods of amuraig 
themselves, that they may pass away the 
term of their imprisonment with as much 
cheerfulness as possible. Among other re- 
souices, they call in the assistance of miiaie. 

•LvkevH. 31. 



And amidst a great variety of subjects in 
this way, they are particularly pleased with 
one. They chuse to make the solemnities 
of their impending trial, the character of 
their Judge, the methods of his procedure, 
and the awful sentence to which they are 
exposed, the ground-work of a musical en- 
tertainment. And, as if they were quite 
unconcerned in the event, their attention 
is chiefly fixed upon the skill of the com- 
poser, in adapting the style of his music to 
the very solemn language and subject with 
which they are trifling. The King, how- 
ever, out of his great clemency and com- 
passion towards those who have no pity for 
themselves, prevents them with his goodness. 
TJndesired by them, he sends them a gracious 
message. He assures them that he is un* 
willing they should suffer: he requires, yea. 
Be entreats them to submit. He points out a 
way in which their confession and submission 
shall be certainly accepted ; and in this way, 
which he condescends to prescribe, he offers 
them a free and a full pardon. But instead of 
taking a single step towards a compliance 
with his goodness, they set his message like- 
wise to music; and this, together with 
a description of their present state, and 
of the fearful doom awaiting them if they 
continue obstinate, is sung for their diversion, 
accompanied with the sound of comet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 
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kinds of instnimeDts.* Surely, if such a 
case as I have supposed could be found in real 
life, though I might admire the musical taste 
of these people, I should commiserate their 
insensibility. 

But is not this case more than a suppo- 
sition ? Is it not in the most serious sense 
actually realized amongst ourselves? I 
should insult your understandings, if I 
judged a long application necessary. I 
know my supposition must already have led 
your thoughts to the subject of the Meuiah, 
and to the spirit and temper of at least the 
greater part of the performers, and of the 
audiences. The Holy Scripture concludes 
all mankind under sin.f It charges them 
all with treason and rebellion against the 
great sovereign . Lawgiver and Benefactor ; 
and declares the misery to which, as sinners, 
we are obnoxious. But God is long-suffer- 
ing, and waits to be gracious. The stroke 
of death, which would instantly place us 
before his awful tribunal, is still suspended. 
In the mean time he affords us his gospel, by 
which he assures us there is forgiveness with 
him. He informs us of a Saviour, and that, 
of his great love to sinners, he has given his 
only Son to be an atonement and mediator, 
in favour of all who shall sue for mercy in 
his name. The character of this Saviour, 
his unspeakable love, his dreadful sufferings, 

* Dsniel iiL 5. f Roim iii* 9. 



Ibe agonies he endured im ChvthBemaiiey and 
upon the crosBy are made koown to us. And 
as hb paet humiliation, so his present glory, 
and his invitation to come to him lor jmrdon 
and eternal life, are largely declared. Tfaeae 
are the principal poiats expressed in the 
passages of the MeBiiah. Mr. Hnnde],wko 
set them to music, has been cotnmemoratod 
and praised, many years after his death, in 
a place, prolessedly deToted to the praise 
and worship of God ; yea, (if I am not mis* 
informed) the stated worship of God, in Uwk 
place, was suspended for a considerable timey 
that it might be duly prepared for the com* 
roemoration of Mr. Handel. But, alas ! how 
few are disposed to praise and commemorato 
Messiah faimaelf ! The same great tmths, 
divested of the music, when delivered from 
the pulpit, are heard by many admiren 
of the oratorio with indifference, too often 
with contempt. 

Having thus, as I conceived myself bound 
in duty, plainly and publicly delivered my 
sentiments, of the grrat inptopriety ot 
making the fundamental tmths of Christi- 
anity the subject of a public amusemeut, I 
leave what 1 have said to your serious re* 
flections, hoping it will not be forgotten. 



Priatcd for h ffisbet, 21, B^roen Sttcci. 
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SECnON THE FIRST. 

■ ■ 

The Importanee vf reading the ScHpturm* 

J. HE importance of reading the H<^y Scrip* 
tores*— Does any body doubt it ? I believe 
they do, even of those who practise it. For 
to acknowle^e the duty of an act, is not 
necessarily to feel its importance. If a mas- 
ter I am hired to serye, or a patron I have 
an interest in obliging, should bid me walk 
to the extremity of London, to enquire what 
o'clock it is, I might judge it of importance 
to myself : to obey the command ; lest I 
should lose favour of more value than the 
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pains. But I should think little of the im- 
portance of the errand : I should be very 
little curious to know what o'clock it might 
be when I arrived ; nor feel tn^dh th^ 'wiser 
when I returned. This, I fear, is about the 
measure of importance! a large number of 
Scripture readers attach to the performance 
of their task. It is a duty» It may not lie 
an irksome one^ nor do they> perhaps, feel 
any desire to be released from it. The mea- 
sure of performance is entirely in their own 
judgment; but whether they think they 
ought to read, it .ever^.ds^yi or. twice a day* 
or only one day in seven, there is a sense of 
wrong and 'danger attached to th^ omission 
of the practice, which they are very unwil^ 
ling .to inouf* . CoBSciefitioiisly» therefore, 
at these stated. periods, be they frequent tr 
be»they few» th^ return to^the perosal'of the 
Holy.Book. IwouldBotdiscowmgeeveQ-eu^h 
readiog ^ this; heartless and inefficient as. it 
19, .it is betteiF than nothiog. But it is heart- 
less And it is idefficieiit ; and beyo^ the pror 
priety.of doing, a. supposed duty> nc^ impo^ 
tance whatever t is attached to it. It is tiie 
lietter of. a printed bo|^ tliey feel it neces- 
sary -te^.read-**but what the purport of that 



book limybey ts of> DO iittpoftane&'to tbfe^iii-^ 
terests of the reader. They ha^ no pen* 
ception of being wi8er,*or bettor^ or fa«pfier^ 
when they lay it down^-fnay^ they had 'not 
the least expeetatiba xnf being «o when tlMy 
took i^' op. ' Daiess, indeed; it be a sort of 
(chatniy whicl^I titily beliere some anrefleeti^ 
ing persons think the Bible has oti them; that 
"vrithoat 4he ieast; attention to its mebnii^, 
wvfl make Ihem tery good, and transport 
ihenvinto hearen. - 

y • Out dbeem^^ns on the nlannef 'of stiidjiiu 
ing'the Scriptures, are not chiefly intended 
for readers of this character : but rather for 
those, who, with an honest and devoted heart, 
inexperienced and desirous of advide; go to 
them as the most important of all humah 
studies. Bat these wfU excuse us, if, in* this 
introductory chapter, we dwell on a point to 
them unnecessary, in the hope of awakeniiig 
others to some interest in what niay fdllow, 
and convincing them that of the very prac^ 
tice they so assiduously adhere to, they are iab 
yet unconscious of the vital importan<:^e; 

'The sense of iduty apart-^that sort of tta^ 
ditionary or hereditary seitse'of duty wfatcll 
they have tecgived' fVom their' parents-^the 



4 TUfi BCRl^mVBH 

j^dptiires by^ the uimwakened iiearti^ b:ver^ 
UtUe 0010 .than to the .perusal of oUier bookk 
Som^ .ourio^Uy* rosp^og; the Jiisftono relft^* 
tipii»?rs)oneiiei||oyiDent j0f Ihe poottcfottnUfiiM 
-r^|»9cb$kpat.thoMg^ IbelieTeiDet ofteo^ eeoM 
d^ice oi tgaioiog frxm it. a- rule of. niorAl 
pond^iot* 1. #ay not often^i becaiuui' >if an 
apfUHT^. d^^irea iofbrmstiooi he mill ahUe 
by^Mi^ ftD^iffer b^ ffeceive»nrdierefciie» if 1 
896; any one peruse a cbapt^( ftb^t: pnescvibea 
ovi^^ lioe.of oond^cty md^ mu. thei.ofesing-of 
t^,boolc,.dfUbera|eLy pumie the ofipfoaite^ 
X p^Qaa(,iiader8taA«l that a rule of eonduot 
m^.the pbj^t,of Ui0;readiagw So Jittk) is 
t^eir real ide^ of ^ ijppprt^ftee of the nt^y* 
they^wpul^ soary^ely cottceal^^ri^e^f^erhaps 
be^raj d^sgust^ wejriQ at pfopoeedilo tbenista 
f^ the. Bible .put. /Q^ tbe.oaaoiHcal houit 
th(|y fifLi^e pmscrib^d tp.tk^maelv/^K*; . > t 
^.Tb^ hjBjP9^4- .vi<?tim of iacpt$. djiieaMj if 
luBj be9^.,o{.soi9e tr^A^ae. oq his disorder^ 
sends, fox it to bis bed, reads it intently, con* 
aiders the statement, and tbe probability of 
finding relief in tbe regimen it proposes, be- 
muse to bim it is a subject of importance. 
The bealtbful puts it aside again-*it is no* 



kb judgiiMiitlfty^aiid to' gtiideiiib^eoisioiis % 
tbediffiBMli4i!obsti'tttB«ioi!ii Md a|)pli«ttfitoM ^ 
tbft lamr^ flMMchci thestattfto btifdE, mm! refeA 
«9 4be'iiepdi«»M4l Hie deepest aUetitkm/'b«4 
CMHeJi&tleedki'^iNr ififorliiailioti'^h^y omitldir. 
tAa^iotber'penMni^vIll «biMiider Hietai ut^lm 
otadingv'or'vl^k'ajl tli^iii MiA duriaAHy^ttni 
«mieeitieflrt pklf^^ 8e^ ntb^ tile *pii^c^i itillM 
life aadlftiMb^depeod <i» th^iMim ttf K<^)lli- 
fsSgn^ wqll^reid the report tifttie^tttiig'wilil 
far 4iffBfefitiiBeKiir tlMai tli» iodiVidairf #li^ 
liewvntf it^iM ft 4iili^nee >iis«fiei^> ^^%be ^ di«^. 
iFblsuis exftdUy «th^'diJKMtt<M-Mt#^eiif'^hfe 
iatei!i0gled''aiid; >lh^ UataJberested^ the''4iiligiif^ 
«etiedh duA iMAeiili^teiied 'tea«ki;''of 'tiM 
feripti«fe»;H iOne' goee'to -k'becfttite'he'4A 
«eM»it*is'<the weMk of Oed; tlMraj^'Wbfellie^ 
ft'bd M^'«v»«ot, lite lHUi'tiot4iAqiiitid'-«ild 
therefore he < ought 'ti»' ^eed; ^KiQgfa of ftny 
goodiit^4oe9'bivi^''he« it not «0iMsct6utf: ^he 
dlher» hecailse'he eeMoot do tdtheut H-^it iii 
the ofaf ef '<>bject'of his ptrrsuit; ioid this 
decfieMi iii4etf«it W hie<bo0omi ' <: t . >' 
' I vthink^ bet^ebti'liheee I have^ 'observed' s 
middle 'elflss/' Tfaey do believe the impot>^ 
tftttce of thfe SeriptUfes to thenuelves inditl- 
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dually; they tlunk they ouglrt^to iei^oy/ibe 
reading of ^em, and be ioflu^oedaiidibe* 
nefited by it. Tbey take it again and Again 
with that determination ; but Ibey i^ not 
succeed. Conscious of the faibKey tfa^: ete 
uneasy-^they have recourse to comnicMtetitci^, 
in the hope that the conimeoit will ea^te 
more . interest than the text*^^4ibey ^applyftto 
rules for reading, and bonestiy adopliMatiy 
sdieme that any adviser may isugigeal ibf the 
inore efficient perusal of God's. vsord.'i Bat 
still itisa^oold,aaeoha(Bie|d(poQceR»-»4-thttytgo 
to it without pieasttre, and cetnra ifroiBriiit 
withotft gain*— they hear that ^tbeis. find, it 
not thosy and tbeif spirits arei.'disqwjwil^ 
within thenit by reason of the ladiffiaiveQ^e 
they feel. To such we would greatly .desiire 
to be useful in the little we may be ^enaUed 
to impart* The eyil is very deep^-^itican ^be 
reached by no regimen of man's pieseriMpg 
-*it lies at the heart's coce, too. bard alt «y)et 
to feel what the judgment assents to, beliey* 
ing to be valuaUe what yet it does not yaliie. 
The first thing to be done is to ask of Hen* 
yen to unclose the sealed book, to give the 
willing hearty and the understanding mind. 
The next thing is to persevere, steadily and 



BJlABfiaf& QUIDS. 9 

jBisiomlypefserere against all oniriUMgndKs 
aud discounag^jnealiy in searching the: ^t 
Jifeiefls! and inefficient word. For by H, 
ofteaer tbiM hy any other mettii8» has itstoisn 
treasQt^ been unlocked, and ike 8(Mfit>f9f 
ti|^ «»d 'truth been conveyed into the^besoQU. 
*1{ to such ai one I cottldconyey hiit tempe- 
taryand nfftenaediate assistaitoe^ a«i[4yiiii- 
• deed iwould mylasbour be.cspai(L 

Thefre cannot be a stronger. pro^». pijM 
there shonidrseareely seem to need any C!i(h!^» 
of the total ooiruptieii of Mie hewt of. W^» 
than ^thisrabsentte. of all emotioa-in/ refidijsg 
or 'hfeafiaf read the word of God*. .The 
80«Mie whence it oomesftHthe. .chanhelf r (per- 
fectly mnguhtt of its contenls-^he iniitfe^pse 
laaportaAiee . o^ the things it/ treats, e^lhe 
desttay, not. of single mdMrnu, hut ^ of the 
unii^erie ^ not>of the iiniyeiseiiQ an ttggregt^» 
iindisttoguished mass^ but t)f the iqdiiiifhieU 
forlorn, forgotten , and . despisod ^ ivhoevpr. he 
may be, that chances to lay, hand u^n 
its hallowed pages^^he ezqaisita delights 
that it proposes— rthe tiemendous piotuireof 
misery it draws— the amazijkg revelatioa that 
it makes of things unseen, of the buried 
past, and the impervious. future«<*tbe,ei]pr* 
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IIIOU8 Stake that depends on 'its being' tr«e' or 
not true, rejected or received-^-Can amy iJtkmg 
Init the stupified, besotted state to tvhich sin- 
is said to have reduced the heatft of imitiiv 
acooiMit for his perusal <yf tins book from da^ 
to day, without sovmeh interest ot emodmi 
ae lie feels at the relation of the oomnioiies^ 
incidents of domestic life^ or the AstitioiM'* 
adventures of some Unknown journalists' "-•' 
The effect of this deprsrnty is^Tendere^.yet 
more' apparent by the change 4foat* tafcib 
plaoe, when the mind is awftkened front its 
death-like torpor by the spiiitof truth ^cmd 
holiness. Many ' hare ezperienoeil^-* wiU 
those who have not, not believe 4beirtesti« 
mdny?*^a change so immediate and '.so 
strange in their feeling lowanis this bookv 
that but for the explanation of the tskange 
given in the book itself, they woulil W 
almost bewildered bj the strangeness of their 
love for it When Ae dusty oceupahit of the 
upper shelf, reserved for Sunday readings 
comes down to be their bosom's treasure j tfaer 
companion of their walks, their momiiig' nf* 
fftshment and their evening comfort, nroiU' 
needful to them than their daily bread, and- 
more precious than rubies in their sight, it is 
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the eonteots of * the book, and not the duty 
0f leading it, that becomes inoportant. As 
the exiled child of a parent he adores, does 
uot'4^pen his iettetis because he is told his 
father wrote them, and he ought to read ; 
and> as the needy petitioner to his prince, 
does not ask if • he is required to peruse 
the attsirer'to his petition; so the really 
awakjOB^ S|M#it- eanifeot need to ask how 
nuicb Df how often he ought to read the 
wotd of God» Erery syllable it contains 
is of the dee^-^st unpbrtance to him ; and it 
contains so much^ that he never can exhaust 
It by repetition. And even if he could 
acquire all the information it contains,, he 
could not the more desist from reading — for 
beside instruction, its words are the medicine 
of his sickness, the comfort of his sadness, 
the nusio of his joy, the very aliment that 
sustains him in an ungenial world. Judge 
if it be of importance to him. And let those 
who know nothing of all this, in their cold- 
hearted, ceremonial readings, judge whether 
something in themselves must not be the 
cause of so great a difference of feeling, 
towards that which concerns us equally. 
. I know that it is not necessary to persuade 
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the:pioa8 spirit of the importance of readiag 
the word of God. Yet even to these, ia the 
first fpryour of religious . feeling, I would 
suggest it earnestly to make the Scripture 
their study, in preference to every other reli- 
gious book; and particularly while their 
minds are agitated and their opinions' un- 
settled. It is at th^se times we are most 
disposed to leave it, and seek advice else- 
where. We fancy we cannot understand 
the word of God ; we ask any body and 
every body what they think about the points 
that agitate us. We read volume after 
volume, and argument upon argument; and 
should really, 1 believe, if the feeling were 
analyzed, rather consent that the Bible be 
taken from us, than that we be deprived of 
the preacher who expounds it. Certainly 
the spiritual help we can afford each other, 
and especially the ministry established by 
God himself for our assistance, are advan- 
tages he never meant we should dispense 
with; he knew us too weak to do without 
thf m ; and to despise these aids would be 
to set at nought his wisdom and goodnesa 
Still I do not hesitate to say, that we should 
itiuch sooner come at a right knowledge of 
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the triithy and acquire steadiness in religion » 
both of principles and conduct, if we listened 
more to God and less to man— if we ' look 
our doubts, and our fears, and our specula-* 
tions as they arise, to the Holy Scripture for 
solution, accompanied with instant prayer 
for the Spirit's help ; instead of flying to the 
first book, and to every book that has been 
written on the subject; till that which in 
the*words of inspirati^m is simple, plain, and 
pure as the sun-beams of heaven, becomes 
ooafused, mystified, and entangled by con* 
flicting arguments and embellishments of 
man's devising, beyond the power of an in- 
experienced mind to unravel. The essential 
iruths of the Gospel are not difficult to un- 
derstand, and the path of right conduct is 
not diffioult to find. It is impossible they 
should be; because the persons by whom 
it is declared they will be best received and 
understood, are the poor, the unlearned, and 
the simple. GoA could not act so much in 
opposition to his own designs, as to make 
bis' message incomprehensible to those by 
whom it would be welcomed, till they could 
find ' an interpreter among the wise and 
learned, by whom he expressly says, it 
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would be ill received. And the fact con* 
firms the probability. No where are the 
Scriptures so well understood, and believed 
and obeyed with so much honest simplicity 
of hearty as by the unlettered peasant, who 
learns all his religion from the Bible, takes 
the words on their plain meanings, and be* 
lieves and obeys them, because he knows 
they are the words of God. Or by those 
who, after years of perturbed enquiry— after 
measuring every doctrine by their own rea- 
son > and weighing every precept by their 
own wisdom, trying if the text may not say 
every thing but what- it does say, and per- 
ceiving every thing in it but its obvious 
sense, baffled and ashamed, have ended 
where the peasant begins; and putting to 
silence the intellect that has but encumbered 
them, receive as little children the simple 
word of God, believe it without question, 
and obey it without reserve. 

If this is the state of mind in which the 
Bible .is by divine appointment to be studied* 
it must be that to which its language is 
adapted. When therefore we find it hard 
to understand, it is because our intellects are 
blinded and our spirits darkened by corrupt 



RKADfiR'S GUIDEi 13 

ddtfires and perverted habits of mind. The 
language of trutli is too strange to tts to foe 
understood — ^forgotten, as dur mother tongue 
might be, in long banishment from home. 
We must go to our Father to teach it us 
again — we must study it anew from his own 
lips— -we shall find it purest and sweetest 
thence. Instead of putting the Scriptures 
aside till we have acquired more wisdom 
and knowledge to peruse them with, we must 
unclothe ourselves of that we think we have, 
and earnestly apply ourselves to the study. 



SECTION THE SECOND. 



The Object of reading the Holy Scnpture$. 



Bbforb any thing can be done well, it is 
necessary to know our object in undertaking 
it; without this it is the work of idleness. 
I have said that to perform a mere duty is 
not the purpose with which the Scriptures 
should he read. Let us consider then the 

c 
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purposes to .b^ aps^enE^i^<);tbe objeots we 
ougbt; to. have in view* These purposes are 
m.aQy-^-as m$iny as our de|icieBcies> our ne- 
cessities, our desires. The whole may be 
ecimprised in three things — Knowledge, Ho^ 
liness, und Happiness. These^ successively 
pr together, should be the object of our 
reading.; the method that will subserve 
either of these ends will be good ; that will 
be best which shall promote them all. 

Without the Holy Scriptures man has no 
knowledge, absolutely none He never 
could have had any, of God, or of himself^ 
or of his destiny. It was tried for thousands 
of years where the Scriptures were not, by 
savage simplicity and intellectual wisdom ; 
and the one gained as much, as little as the 
other. A vague idea of deity and immor- 
tality, with some few scattered lights beside, 
inherited by tradition from their fathers, 
served to disturb men in their darkness, but 
never to enlighten them. It is tried now by 
Ihotisands where Ihe 'Scriptures are. With 
the book in their hands, men continue to 
form their opinions upon any thing or every 
thing but what that book contains-^upon 
prejudice, upon human reason, upon unex* 



amioed authorilies^-oftenest of all upon their 
own baae wishes and, desires. And what 
do they know ? . Absolutely nothing. Of 
God— >I speak to one of God, who has not 
his knowledge of him from the Bible, though 
professing to- believe it. He does not turn 
to the bright orb of .day and tell me that iis 
God: he does not point me to some mis* 
£cirmed' image on his chimney, and tell me 
that is God : but he does iitUe better. His 
OQOoeption is of a God all goodness, who 
ka» created a world all evil, and left it to 
what ohaaces may betide. A God who has 
made laws, but does not expect tbey should 
be kept, neither intends to exact the peni^ 
ties he haa attached to them. A God, one, 
perfect, immutable, about whom ev^ body 
'may think what tbey pleaeie, give hum "what 
•service they please, or, if they please, not 
any service at all. A God, in short, Creator, 
Judge^ Disposer^ Lord <tf all Uiings, the last 
to be thought of, the last to be cared for, 
the last to be trusted and the. last obeyed, 
aflter the interests of life, the claims of so- 
ciety, and the gratifications of self have lio 
farther demand on us.' The id^a of deity 
will vary a little movaor av^Utle less 'from 
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this, according as the knowledge of Him 
has been partially borrowed from the Scrip- 
tures, without being taken from it as a 
whole : but these adjuncts of truth to false- 
hood produce but the greater inconsistency ; 
and we hear of a God of truth who will keep 
his word in nothing — a God of holiness who 
will take corruption to his bosom — a God 
of mercy, who has denounced eternal misery 
that none deserve — a God of wisdom, who 
has devised a plan of salvation every body 
ean do without, and sent messengers from 
heaven to teach, what men may do as they 
like, whether they will believe or not* This 
48 the knowledge thousands have of God, 
who read the Bible, but do not form their 
opinions from it. 

That man should live in ignorance of him- 
self, an object. so near, so intimate, seems 
.even more surprising. Yet it is so obvious, 
it passes for proverbial truth. — *^ Nobody 
knows himself is a current phrase in the 
world, where nothing like spiritual know- 
ledge is meant Deceived in his motives, 
deceived in his desires, deceived in the bear- 
ing and colourings of his character, he thinks- 
he has fulfilled a law of which be never 
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knew tbe Jil^pbrty isnd earned vewatd wfaer^ 
punishment awaits him. He thinks he is 
rich and increased in goods^ and has need of 
nothings' wUle his incensed creditor is at the 
doctr^ wailing his coming out to seize and sell 
Urn to perdi^ofl for his dues unpaid. He 
thinks he i&: upright; and strong* and free— - 
whihe he has not a single power of mind or 
body. that. is not enslaved, enfeebled » and 
corrupted. He thinks be serves the one 
and only <Sod^ while be carries in his bo- 
aom a tbouaaad idols, whom he loves and 
serves by turns, leaving that one and only 
Qad unworsbipped. He tbihks he is ftl!- 
filling tbe purposes of his creation in life, and 
going to heaven when he dies, while he has 
not so much as enquired of God's purposely 
or cared to fulfil them ; but' having perverted 
bimsetf and all within his reach, is in a con- 
dition that would make heaven a place of 
wretchedness to'him,'mi^hthe come there. 

Of his- deatiny-^the traveller knows the 
way he sets out for<^tfae very brtite knows 
the goal he runs for— but ask man of his eter^ 
nal destiny, he tells you he does not know; 
if he spoke tmtb, he would say he does 
not care ;— every thing . in his conduct proves 

c 2 
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he does not. Or if he has borrowed from 
Scripture a half-perceived, half-credited re- 
port of what will be hereafter, and has 
gotten into liia mind a heaven of reward for 
obedience he has not attempted, and a hell 
of punishment for evil be does not beltere 
he has committed, examine his conception 
of them — the former is something to whksk 
he meads to resign himself when he cannot 
help it, dei»rable only as the alternative of 
the latter^ What either mecuis be does .not 
affect to know. And even this kttowledfe, 
little as it is, isderived from, revelation. W9 
cannot pipve it, because all men having de» 
scended from one who had 'a revelationy no 
sttch isolated being is to be fenndA^bat it is 
)ikely, man would never of: faM»elf hav« 
discovered his immortality at all : and »f he 
had, we know from the wild belief of dif- 
ferent savage nations, it would be made op 
of the things that happen to surround and 
interest bis mortality. In some sense, sa- 
vages prove themselves wiser than nominal 
Christians. They, having no light from 
revelation, have made an eternity that at 
least will suit them: we, while unregene- 
rate and unsanctified, unable to rid ourselves 
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altogether of the lif^ht^ have a heaTen iii 
anticipaAioD for which we are totally unfit. 
If thus I hare correctly measured the sum 
of humao knowledge with regard to eter- 
nal things, before the Bible is really and 
effectually studied, it is evident that one 
great object of pursuit in reading it, should 
be Knowledge. 

But, important as it is, to know i&< neither 
to be nor to do. There are those. who have 
a thorough. knowledge of Scripture, a deep 
and oritical-< knowledge of it-^who have 
perused the text till every expression is 
familiar to their lips — have compared, exr 
amined^ and digested it — read comments, 
and coDtrovefsies, and criticismsy till their 
ainderstanding is thoroughly enlightened on 
every subject it proposes—and still their 
hearts remain unchanged, unsanctified, un- 
hallowed by its influence. Either as a 
whole they do not really believe it, though 
they say they do, or by reason of their 
attachment to other things, they will take 
all risks rather than comply with its de- 
mands. But without recurring to these ex- 
treme cases, the most advanced saint has as 
much need to seek holiness in the perusal 
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of the sacred Scriptures^ as tke unawateuedT 

sinner ; and the more he is a saint, ihe more 

he feels this need. When we hwve heed' 

taught of God to know Him, to know our«» 

selves, our eternal destiny, and that Divine 

Being through nrhom- we are to readh it»- 

with all the secrets of love,; and mercy, and 

eternal bliss his word unfoli)s«-*-attd when. 

we have believed, adored, and determined to^ 

obey-^when we seek heaven as our > home, 

and feeL as sure of it as the plighted wotAoi 

fiini we trnst can make as — strange as it 

seems, we may be yet not ready for il^ 

Imagine the heir of nobility lost in nfyausy^ 

and brought up in poverty and vioew Let 

him be found again on his approach to man^ 

and recognized and taken home, the ao* 

knowledged heir of his fadierls house and 

name. . What would he be ? He would 

bring with him the habits, tastes, and feelings 

of his degradation : at times, the resliaiiit 

on them would be so irksome, he would it* 

cUne to unlfM'd himself again, and return to 

his companions in the cellar: and when best 

disposed^ ^nd most anxious to become kin 

station, in spite of himtolf, he -viould find his 

coarse habits, his low propensities, his sordid 
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appetites return upon him, betraying his 
education^ and putting him to shame before 
the polished members of his family. There 
is no exaggeration in the comparison. This 
is the condition of every sinner redeemed 
by Divine mercy, and receivc;d into the 
family of God. However sure his title, 
and however secure his inheritance, he is 
still a sinner, and will continue so to the 
hour of his death. But not contentedly. 
He is now miserable and ashamed, for habits 
that once were natural to him ; and if they 
should follow him to heaven, he would be 
miserable there. It is not enough to him to 
know that eternal glory has been purchased 
for him, and bestowed without price or merit 
of his own. The more he sees of this, the 
more he grows ashamed ; the more he feels 
the contrast between what he is, and what 
his high estate demands. He tries and tries, 
but the marks of his degradation still appear. 
He sees them when others cannot. He sees 
his Pather's watchful eye upon him, angered 
and grieved by his unseemly bearing, though 
loving still and patient. O ! it is a bitter, 
bitter struggle ! At times he almost wishes 
to return to ignorance and sin, rather than 
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Stand thus exposed, degriaded, and ashamed : 
he would wish it quite, but for the assurance 
he receives that he will sometimes be madd 
fit for the station he i» placed in and the 
honours that await him. Holiness becomes 
thus as indispensable as knowledge-»in sooae 
stages of our progress, more so— for know- 
ledge sufficient may have been acquired-*- 
holiness sufficient never can be, till we are 
perfected in glory. Now while every thing 
in the ordinary occupations of life has a ten- 
dency to unsanctify the heart, and renew as- 
sociations we wish to put aside, every thing 
in the Holy Scriptures has a tendency to 
holiness. They tell us, to the minutest par- 
tioular, what we ought to be — what we 
ought to do — the life and customs of our 
Father's house. They offer motives so irre- 
sistible, principles so effectual ; they dis- 
close truths so calculated to soften and sub- 
due the natural resistance of the heart; they 
make holiness so lovely and sin so revolting, 
that though I do not say they are the only 
means, or can of themselves effect it, the 
.Scriptures are certainly a* most powerful 
instrument in the hand of God to improve 
the character, and sanctify the heart. 



Therefore another object, ih perusing them 
should be HoUness. ■ . i < ^ 

Need we tcJl man that he wants Happi- 
ness? The former two he may dispute— he 
thinks he has them or can do without. The 
third — I am not sure^*I believe he does 
Dot always know that he wants that — but 
ijiere he is quickly undeceived. - A few 
pepple say tha^ they are happy. It may 
be so. TVe are told that the senseless 
Bedlamite is happy. Soine cheeks I have 
seen^ that look as if no tears had stained 
them — some eyes, as if no sleepless nights 
had dimmed them. I have passed by them 
a few years after, and the cheek was fur* 
rowed and the eye was sunk, but not 
with age. Sin and misery are pledged 
to eternal union — whether they may part 
company for a time, I cannot say-^if they 
dop it is but to join again in more lasting 
and intimate embrace. Whether man in 
general wants happiness, let the aspect 
of society, tell— ^let the crowded hall, let 
the secret chamber tell. Sick with its own, 
and sick with others' miseries, let the ex- 
perienced bosom tell the extent of a 
demand th^ world has failed to satisfy. 
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Tbd want of bapptness has driven Hum^ 
sands to their Bible, who never else bad 
gone to it — they have gone Khither, because 
what was no where else, they thought might 
possibly be there# And they hare found 
it there. Not those only whom the world 
has wronged, rejected, disappointed, and so 
left miserable — but those i^o whom it has 
caressed, enriched, indulged^ and still left 
miserable. Both characters, when thej have 
sought .happiness in every thing ebe and 
failed of it, have sought it and found it in 
the Bible. We speak of the first great find- 
ing, when, awakened by divine grace, the 
heart is taken from- the woiid and fixed on 
, God. And sueh happiness is it, when the 
straitened spirit bursts the bondage of ini- 
quity, and g^es free of the chains that 
wearied itr— when the heart first looks npevi 
Deity as a friend, and heaven as its hope«^ 
to see the extent of our misery, and see* it 
escaped-*-to see the b&s of immortality, afid 
see it secured«<-to see God, that beio^ so 
greatt so distant, so awful, buonght near teind 
manifested in .the sweetest lineaments of lof^ 
in the person of Jesus, the sinner's friend, 
<:^Qmpanion, eomforter-^0 it is snch bliss. 
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it might seem imposttUe, having learned it 
. once and believing it» that man should ever 
be in want of happnesa again. 

The enjoyment to be derived from such a 

pKOipeet as the Scripture opens to us, is bo 

.! apparent to common sense, and common 

( feelingf that many who do not believe the 

:- Gospel, have wondered why those who do, 

c^re any thing about the intervening trifles 

of mortality. They have wondered, because 

tbey were, not aware of the sin and partial 

rnobejief • which continues to distract our 

bowiEU» : . and the believer never ceases to 

^wp^der a^ lumself^ that he is so ungrateful, 

«p.waafe, so eaKthiy, as to desire any other 

jjiappiiiessr. Those, however, who affect to 

, doubt Ae. Ideality of religion, because that 

whioh) la its oature should be sufficient for 

:)mfipiae8si, does not seem to make its pro- 

fG9^m happyi take a very confined view of 

:th^<iaot* They see religion in the nmrket* 

place, aad in the halU where it thrives not 

kesti, They-see it in its weak though honest 

jTOtaiies, in whose hearts the world and self 

are yet stn^ffgling lor the mastery,' and at 

tuMs triumphant over better prrdctples and 

purer kopes: and they do * not see it where 

D 
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ste siifiteiency is proved^n hearts that wi4h^ 
oat tt would breaks aad with it are at rest 
— in loss, in injury, in agony, to which < 'its 
promises have rendered the MAffel^sr «lta(MKf 
insensible-^in garrets, where ih^ ligbt* of 
day cannot enters but the joys^of tieavQift 
we almost «begutt-^in age^ sidcnesa, starT4^ 
Hen, death. I have seen teligio^ ia. all 
these, ^uations^ and heard , it» votari^lt 
confess their happiness. If any ^disbeliever 
fet them go and see— •they -need tKiit <see)^ it 
far-*— the jewels of the Redeemer's ^croirs 
ace hidden treasures^ but they are noifew* •- 
. There is, then, happiness in reltgioiil .'BlHt 
seligioiis people are nbtatwaya ha^y« >As 
k»ng as sin remains, its eompanieii tanieB 
too; and takes advantage of every inoan** 
tious, slumbering moment, to give aparliag 
wound. Nature's desires and ittfiilailieB 
iremahi ; and the sjMrit, winged for hea^re^, 
the back already turned^ the foot already 
lifted from the earth, is assailed by atiiou- 
sand arrows from beneath, to bring it down 
again. The flesh is touched, the wimB 
flatter, the strength failfr*-down 4iad diawn 
again— still soaring, and still stfuggUng 
upward, but still returning, as som^ firesh 
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fliksile reaches it* The believer'ii happiness 
is a full cup — but as he drinks ft out, he 
must go to refill it where he had' it first. 
Me thirsts, and must go to the spring — he hun- 
gers, and must go to be fed*-his supply of 
li«ppioesBi» not within him. The first great 
iXftLtce of comfort, is the Redeemer himself, 
ft«soy^ in humble, fervent prayed rife 
Holy Scriptures are its richest stream, and 
^ammost eminent^ suited to impart it. Tbetie 
4« 410' kind, no condition of sorrow to wbrch 
they da not address diemselves* Tliere is 
na ]M>6siit>le ehrcomstance of misery for which 
lAiey dd not suggest atf adequate relief, or 
o>f^ sufl^ring to which they do not administer 
<a med icin^w To cheer, to soothe, to strengthen 
«Aj^4<) shaftie our impatience, to allay our 
iBtXUi tb «n«oumge our eflbrts, to unload 
^!mjfi tM>soms, -to maide us rejoice in tlvB 
.midst ofsbrrow, and triumph in the deeps 
^f despondeney-^wbat gentle remonstrances, 
-iJl^tvt ' p0^dasm arj^ments, wbat powerful 
-Mftkifii^; wbiit eelesfial pfomises I Very 
4Mlto indeed do ttey know of the impor- 
itatifee 4>f«the Holy Scriptures, who do n<^ 
gO'ta'th^m for hapfnness. 
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. SECTION THE THIRD. . 
The Manner of reading the Holy Seripiun$» 



Many methods and forms of biblieal read^ 
iog have been suggested and followed ; all^ 
perhaps, where the heart is hoaest, wkh 
proportionate success. I should be sorry to 
seem to impugn any, or be understood to 
call them useless, if I intimate that they are 
insufficient. This is not my meaning or 
intention. 

The appointed reading of the Scriptures ia 
our churches^ is a greater blessing, than our 
minds, deadened by custom, are at nil lines 
aware of. Thousands become in this way 
familiar with th^ language of Seriphire, who 
have no desire to be so, and learn the truth 
before they have a heart to lore it. For a 
time it is a dead letter indeed, and makes no 
impression — the less, perhaps, for its fami- 
liarity^ but still the memory registers what 
the feelings reject. And Tcry often it 
happens, that in moments of suffering, or 



daiigery or despoodency, the slighted word 
oomes baekf the neglected truths are re- 
traced; and they come with a force and 
meaning they never had before. And no 
sooner does divine- grace unclose the thrice- 
barred hearty than these treasures of memory, 
become more precious than mines of gold. 
To. the poor who cannot read, oriirhoj:ea4 
i|»per€^tly« this familiarity with tbfe la^ 
giiage of Scripture has prpyed invaluable. ■ 

I am inoUned to think the same with 
respect, to accustoming children to read and 
karn |tbe Scriptures^ while it is yet evident 
thaiit is a mese task, performed like c^very 
other task imposed on Uiem. Where this if 
all tbttt.oa» be done, wanting means to iqi- 
pressift on the bfiwd, it seems safer to do i^ 
than to. neglect it: though a great deal of 
paiBfttLirmveieDce certainly does attach to 
this practice in sohopls of ^very kind» most 
Ikaiiiful'to the pious heart to witness. 

The family reading of the Holy Scrip- 
-tiiies beaiB a character more nearly devo- 
iioiial-; and whatever the distracted minds of 
individuals may mix with it of inattenjtiopi 
isnd empty form, the practice must be good, 
and is lised, I helievey night and morning, 

D 2 
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ill' ^rerj^ piotis family. The Yery oerAiiidffy 
of sttmrDOiiiiig a feiiiiily tofether* f6^ -suofa -a 
pttrpose, isan extetnai acknowledgoitotjof 
.Gody and of tbe importance* thli hisadiof tliie 
family attaches to faifi word ; aad it ift li've^ 
oiliiMBendatidir of the Holy Book -to tbe 
iprivjite exatninatfon of the iadividaai imem^ 
ibetftw' I should -be sorry to sappose that 
ttlMse a^p(»iited readings are considered by 
.aiiy*dne as dkpefluog with the itecdsstty^of 
study iag' it in private: by no means csn they- 
aMwer the same, or «n equai par pdser - 
.: JEn-the private pevusalof the ^oiiptiires^ 
,w«'may^ consider how fter it is> advantageDUs 
lo' tead at appointed hours, .and -in .-pro* 
gressiire orden With -respect to appointed 
Iwurs, 'there is^ bat to weigh >the daager^of 
fcrmalttyu-^^f taking the book beeause. Iha 
dook strikes, rather than because wadcsim 
ItM^of reading it "till die'^isme ia;ouVor,<^llia 
Jilimb^ir.of chapters gone* through^ tatberitiMni 
tlU we have found what- we are seekhigk— aifd 
ultimately of doing an appointed duty, ia>- 
Mead of pursuing an important object^^tbes^ 
dangers on the one side, bare to be weighed 
against the danger on the other, that tha 
book might go unread — that the right time 
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jnight not come'^-that tire d«sire ntigltt not 

come— 'that every casual interference of seda- 

'iar^dttty would put it off-^^ia short, that the 

reading of the Bible would wait our leisor^, 

< and ultimately our idleness* This would be 

.the worse evil of the two ; and therefore tiie 

-appointed season seems desirable ; for ail*at 

. least, but those whose condition and state df 

mind render this neglect impossible^ - But 

while I assent to this preset iption of hoars, 

from a oonviotion that nature is not to he 

trusted^ I feel Hiait the spiritual mind oanwdt 

be shackled by it. While it remaihs ds a 

•43heck in^ times of distance aad distractiiBift% 

itwill beibrgotten when the heart is lined 

, to. piety^' They who want happiness -can** 

not wait t the 1 appelated time to look for' it-^ 

they who are walking in a perilons patli 

cannot wait a prescribed hour to consult the 

.way*marks« It is impossible. While the 

winds are blowing, and the waves are break- 

iag, and the rocks and shoals are at hand, 

will the mariner wait the striking of the 

hour to observe his compass and consult his 

charts ? . It cannot be ; and the heart that 

has not discovered this, has something yet in 
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hwrft Df tb^ valua and. iin{N»laiioe ofotbo: 

fiUly .SqripkiareEk. " 

• In the public readiog, ie wbi^b I io^Liick 

&MNu3y ceadiAg.of the holy texl« progseame 

oniBT is, perhaps. desirable. Ifidividual f(«eU, 

illga. cannot in this case be <^wsu)tedi ;aiid. 

to ^ regularly through the books, orncgr^ 

tain selected books* «osuKes :tbe /presenting 

Oft^yeigr part in turn* aad pro'videa againat 

ignorance of any thing God has tbou^it, 

proper to impart ir. for, to say- there, is: any 

portion: qf Scripttfp that o^ds nai to. be 

knowflt is I think too much presomptioQ* 

In. priTate, I do not think* this systdmatio 

D^ing is desirable* Of rthe nany objeeta 

wa hawa in view, in searching the S^ptfirott 

it appears, to^me that .knowledge is 'the oa^ 

puipose likely to., be subserved by thisnpode: 

of reading. I admit^.tUsis a most impo^ 

tMit ol^jeot; aad to attain it, some mode of 

studying the Bible for spiritual, aswe study 

otb^r books for secular information^ may 

irell .be reeommuended, particularly le tboae 

whose knowledge is yet but. small of €lod 

and of bis ways. But this study, in wUcb 

regular progress is desirable, and the readU 
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ing of the whole quite necessary^ I' weOM 
consider as quite distinct and aipart from the 
dev^ional readmg of Sertpture-«-th^ daily 
foody the daily medicine^ to strengthen aoid 
refresh the spirit This should surely be, 
not the chapter that happens to come next, 
the page. wkb&re the vibbon is iu*^but whal)^ 
ever part will- best ansvrer to the desires and 
necessities of the moment • Of thi^ I shall' 
speak agidn. 

I have before alluded to the disposition of 
the weak and ignorant, and unstable in rel^ 
gion, to have reconrse to commentartesy under 
the idea that they cannot understand ^tlM> 
text Oomn&entaries are very valuable ; and 
we have «ome which ^to despise would be 
liresumptuous. Not for a n&oment would I 
be understeiod' to depreciate them. But I 
must repeat my apprehension, for I know it 
Well grounded,' that many -persons are in 
danger of preferriug the Colnmentary to the 
text, and giving less attention to God*s 
word than to man's explanation of it. I 
have seen the tender growth of spirituality 
withering ' under this substitution of terres- 
trial for celestial light; and tracing the 
effects to their source, I have found that 
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what begi^a io a laudablie 'cbesiifl t0 he 
assistedy ^d^d, in the traimferT of :all confix 
dence and all ^qvdry from . God to maiU 
Let us have recourse to commentariea to 
explain uny text tibat seems to us obicure ; to 
apply any text that we know ipot what iiae 
to^mdce of; to resol^^e.^any^riti^ or hte- 
toiie difficulty tliat occurs to us; <? Let tiieoi 
be our helpsj particulariyr when in>searoh 
of Biblical knowledge. But if w^ fiofd tbe 
sacred te^t become d«ll» diffieoit* and uih 
impresstve, without a > commeDtaryy itt -h 
time to suqpect ouraelves. 8opelbing> tieqr 
wnmg' must be in Ae feeling^<r4t muflfc not 
goon, lest it end in that fatal prsfbrenoefl 
have describe* It is. the propensity of 
nature, not only to take by preference tint 
which is evily but to convert into evil in die 
using that which itself is good. Thns no»* 
thing' can be tno^e t*)aluaUe ihaa Ihe.astisI' 
ance one man's* exf^eYtence ean impfot^fo 
another; itha knowledge and wisdom eoi^ 
leoted and eollated for ^eur use, by ^oa^ 
|rho have* gone' the path of faitk before ns.: 
and nothing but our own inqaiilion can cifcQ* 
yert.tth^.slora o£ wholesonis proviripn iHie 
an: , enfeebling and dangwous, . jaHmenW** vBy 
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all itteans I would; eommend the use ot 
comlneatartesi when we feel we can be as* 
BWtod by thetn ; but not at' all times-^not 
as if^Uie ]Kble had no' force or sense without 
tfeenii 'This is. a ^ngereua feeling to en- 
oe«rage^ and fiiise as it is dangerous; the 
word of 6od is uid ever will be sufficient 
foir the work whereta he sends it ; and the 
Aaeel ciMiiaientary diat ever was written^ or 
ai of them united, falb short of the mean- 
i«g tiie eicperieoced Ohristian finds in the 
fcs^^imple wMds in which the Holy Spirit 
4iotat«id the 'text. 

! OtheiB bare eonsidered that it is better to 
aoalie the. ^ertptuie its own interpreter; 
reading it^ tuitead of a commentary^ with the 
aa^iaal fefeenoesi and thus pnrsuing the 
text to .its ^^nt -of me.aiang» by reference 
tQiotbers- thatebear upon it. , I have no doubt 
that great knowledge «f the^ Bible* and very 
accurate petfeeptioB of its meaiiingi may be 
asquived ia this way — ^better, perhfe^ps, than 
hy* any other method whatever: for all the 
errorathai have professi^d to derive themselves 
fnm the BM^, have arisen from taking 
■erne parts V H;* to the exeliirten of otiiers. 
iThe melbed, however* wUchi in addition 
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and in preference to all or any of these^ I 
would recommend to the enquiring Christian, 
is what I should call the devotional readings 
of the Scriptures. At appointed seasons, 
or when the heart suggests it, disposed to it 
or not disposed, understanding or not vnder- 
standing, let them daily read it*-«ha*l i'say 
on their knees ? I do not know why I sh««W 
not— for it is the posture of deTOtiton'-»-t«d 
if the posture were not a help to 4<ttotioo, 
I suppose it would not have been unireiBfliilsr 
adopted and commended. But, at least^^tn 
the same manner as they wouW oompcoe 
their minds for prayer, entering upo»4i wlOi 
the same feelings^ and with siinilfir infedil. ni 
The fiwt thing necessary to thi«k'ia.ffiijlflK* 
press the mind with a Mam of Godki pM- 
scnce wWle we rend. We know.as^a^inillQr 
of credence, thttt God k^waya prepentciyiA 
us; but to have a perpetnal »ens€fik«4 »b- 
membrance of tUsis a high vAUubme^U ftlfi 
can be boasted only by pemonaof very^^eep 
devotion . Therefore, when we peny , wb me 
accustomed to consider oursel vfe» as ^oing4o 
God, as presenting ourselves before hiA, 
and claiming, as it were, his more direct at- 
tention to what we come about. It Is this 
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fe^Hag of eaterittg »to. the innBedia^ piFf^ 
i»iioe of the Deity T would have induo€i4» i|i 
ord(Br ta read bis word with a de^ottwajl 

•' Th6 aeKil; ess^itial is a desire— not ageuer 
ftd;- but a particolajr desire, for something 
d^ilite> which io the Bible we exp^t.tp 
i&idw I hflhre before said, that the o^eaK^Qtf 
b«r reading are three-*-Knowledge^ Holiaese^ 
«aiid Happiness. But these three map be 
siibdirided n»to a thousand : and it woiildbe 
'Well) that when we sat . about to r0ad^ «we 
Jcfiow exactly what we wish to be.informfid 
i6tf^>-#hait mn we desire to haT&rencKfied^ Or 
in w^at point oR conduct require to be di- 
neoied-^what mitferitfg we would ha^^ m cure 
•far; ior'whart bieaaing would >obtaijfi« 1»,^ 
Mrftt that-at Ihe time we may not iiappen to 
iMtre aBy'defii|M:e deniie, and yet^tw^iuidnot 
Hb^ well t€i delay the re^diiig'? < We have 
H^readjf spoken of those wtio> have no object 
In reading the Rble; birt to fulfil a duty 
^ which ttieydo nkA ieelUieatility, neither 
%>xpect^fronf it any benefit. To dien we can 
<hNtrt say, read on till you do, and pray that 
yb\i may ; for till then the Scriptures are^ a 
"^dseless letter to you. But if there be aay 

E 
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who wUh to be benefited by the pemsftl, and 
believe that they might he, and yet do set 
know what it is they want or may expect**^ 
there is a desire at once definable — let. their 
object be to find out what they want^ and 
what the text contains, and> for the present^ 
let that be the direct purpose for which they 
go to the perusal. But if the eoul is really 
awakened to a concern for itself^ this cannot 
long be the case. Desires, necessities, de* 
mandsy will multiply a thousand fold, and 
from day to day become more urgent;, suc^ 
ceeding each other in restless rapidity. Of 
these some one or other will preyail, aeoord« 
ing as we are at the time under the influence 
of external circumstances or inward emo* 
tions ; and nothing but a want of saif^exami- 
nationy and a culpable ignorance of Wjiat 
passes in our hearts, can preyent our fcnow^ 
ing which it is that at the moment predomi<- 
nates. If, however, tiiere should be. any 
such days of insensibility to the pious .reader, 
th^ best object of pursuit for that time, would 
be a cure for the dissipation or the pr^-oecn* 
pation of mind which has so completely with- 
drawn it from self««faservatioa« In this 
manner every impediment to the reading oi 
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Seriptufe wottid become itself an object of 
perusing^ ft. For tbe moat part, I believe, 
the predomiiiaDt desire will be sufficiently 
importanate to make itself both felt and 
understood. 

Another requisite to the devotional read- 
ing of the word, as indeed to all devotion, is 
that we remember always there must be a 
third between ourselves and God. Our 
prayer couh) never have gone up to him 
without an Intercessor — his will can never 
deifeend hito oiir hearts without an interpre- 
ter. Jesus is the Intercessor between us and 
the ^tbei^-ithe Holy Spirit is the Interpre- 
ti^to'us of his will. When, therefore, we 
*#tMld>«itlfef «ffer ov receive, these must be 
¥M^mht!i^, attd^bfti^ aid obtained. WiA- 
mt thto ase^islane^ df the Dii^ne S^pirit, the 
Wbfe it^annof be understood by the most wise 
^M I^krtled-^^i^ it the peasant and the 
'^Id'^iriM find his intellect enough to com- 
^^sii^it; ' B i# not sofllcient to admit this as e 
s^e<HilaC^e<trtftb^ and then forget it. There 
tm^fi^t be a genuine conviction of our incapa*- 
bilfty, an Ifonest belief of assistance to be 
given to all who ask it; and this must be 
called to mind whenever we go about the 
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task. I fear it is very generally forgotten^ 
oririrtually disbelieved; wbielt ttcttoaots^for 
much of the ill-success complaitfed.of'in 
perusing the word of God. •- "'' '•- • 

SECTION THE FOURTH.' 

The Spirit with which the Holy ScrijJtures 
should be read. 



When I have said we should go to the 
perusal of the Holy Scriptures with a con- 
sciousness of God's immediate presence, it 
seems scarcely necessary to add, that we 
should go to it with an honest and a perfect 
heart. Much, I believe, of the unsuccess. 
fulness, the want of interest and want of 
profit complained of by the readers, arises 
from the want of an honest purpose. They 
do not mean to find, they would rather not 
find what they go to look for«--'Or they are 
perhaps determined not to believe it, if 
they do. 
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Is it askedy who has a perfect heart to 
bring with them ? Assuredly none, if by 
perfeoty we uoderstand a siuless heart. [ 
nean net to say, that any degree of sinful- 
ness should prevent our entering on our de- 
votional readings not even if it should be 
the present feeling of improper or unholy 
passions ; not though we should be at that 
BMMnent under the oonsciousness of rebellion 
and disobedience to God, of anger or injus- 
tice towards others, of pride, of ambitious 
wishes, and dispositions wholly earthly. 
Rather is tliere the moi» reason we should 
hasten to eur Bible, to get wisdom, to get 
reproof, to get shame for our unheliness, and 
itMngdi to contend with our corruptions. 
To the ]»effeet, sinless heart, if any sueh 
there ^ere, 4km BiUe would soaroely be ne- 
cessary. Mil it is a Scripture expression, 
and nnst mean something. I beliere it 
means v« simple hef^t, an entire heart-— one 
single in pineiple, vngle in its object and 
desires — «nd4f4ded In its cheioe of heaven^ 
undi^ed m its iTUst in Jesus, and nndirided 
In ito determination to resist sin, und pursue 
holiness. This Is that pure and perfeot heart 
so oUten «poken of in Scilpture^ This wai 

b2 
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the perfeotoesB of Paul'B beavt, when he 
gloried eren in his infirmities, and looked 
upon' the very imperfections that hamiiiated 
hiniy as tending to his ultimate perfection* 
This was the perfectness of Peter's heart-^ 
Peter, who but a few days before had aban* 
doned and denied his Master, when he called 
Omniscience to witness that he loved himu 
And this was the perfectness of Job, and 
the perfeetness of David, to wbieh, in the 
midst of hb penitence, he appeals so often. 
The seed by Divine grace impkinted, is . a 
pesfeet seed. It grows up among many 
thorns— 'it needs the daily dews^ the daily 
sonbtams fiNim above-nnany a bleak wind 
willbkyw on it, shiver ita branches^ and 
hapfy blight ils flewers^f left uaeared for 
and uawmtehed, it would shrink and die* 
Stillit is a perfect prindfla; land the-lmart 
in which it is implanted, it an honest one, 
with all its loathed corroption and its haled 
sins; because it would part from every things, 
and suffer every thing, to be made holy. 

With an honest and a perfect heart, then^ 
we should go to the perusal of God's Sacred 
Word. For instance, we have recourse to 
the Bible for knowledge* We would. 
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better informed upon some particular points 
of doctrine, or upon the doctrines of the 
Gospel generally* The dictates of others, 
and doubts of our own, haye left our un- 
derstaoding at fault, and we scarcely know 
whet we ought to -believe. Wisely we refer 
to the written word of God, tlie only standard 
and the only test of truth. But in what 
mind do we open it 7 Perhaps we have re* 
ceired our opinions from some person we 
esteem, or some set of people we are in the 
habit of admiring. We are determined they 
shall be right The Bible shall say nothing 
but what they have said, nor more nor less* 
If it d ocs w e do not own as much, but, in 
the secret of our hearts, we are determined 
the Bible shall net mean what it says. 
Perhaps, wise in our own conceits, pre- 
endowed with a knowledge of how things 
ought to be, pre-infinrmed by reason and 
common sense, or something we mistake for 
them, of what Almighty wisdom ought to 
do, or is likely to do^ we go to his word de« 
termined to believe nothing that is inconsis- 
tent with his goodness, his justice, his cha* 
racter, as we are pleased to call our gratui-* 
tous notion of his attributes and their proba-% 
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ble maatfinUitionsi; «lM»q|k Hie w«rd» ^ 
So9ipliif» mre a» pbun «« if writtom "mih a 
sa»-bHiA^ we are ^etenuioed to:«vhwtMid 
Ihem itt na soMe, but te one wetiiiiik thay 
ougktlo besr. • ? i> 

WegototheBtbleiiArlMliiieni. Pethapi 
we de not adranee so niiich ae we dime' in 
tbei ways of God* We And «io iaaesasiiig 
sttbjogailioa of oar lieuipeffi or dotafbmeflt 
of our tfaearts firom earth««^o growttf knw 
of thiBfa dmiio» fuid :»eaiofetv ee«aanima» 
witb Ghod. Wo would enquire wbtit iootiiO 
matter. Soriplmie mtgbt tell ii» tbem^cis'a 
defect in our creed : we bwm set imtmmMiigi 
we vMo liefoadkig too niudi «|»ow oi ilieima e» 
and teo lUtkton ^aoa^ wediinre notiaioloat 
Tiew of. tbe neaaa of oaivwlkny 4bi: ooly 
aoaaoo: wtemce iaaaclliieatioa of^ ttn* hecit 
pioaoeda. . Bot^ ob i we wiH boKavajp u li ri a g 
of4dllbal« Doctfuioa 000—^1 uigaify ■***bilit 
go oil iw4bo patb of doty, tbaaHil'liMiMari 
wilk oolioM. We boow maiiy good people 
vHio ibelfevo ajbtbinf • of ^thia, ^IWe do^ not 
see. ot alt bow jgucb do otii o oii dfooldubo 
piodoa<i y^ :of boitoeuk iOtjU aiay'lMntbat 
we deaim diioottoa in 'oonre pofft i oiih tf powla 
of copdnety aoiae habits, some puiaailBi 
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some long-ehtriafaHileeUiigSf vow-fifst sus* 
pected' i»K be • sins^ ' fiome bosom < f oda^ i n«^ 
first idM^ec ted to be idols. We. goto) Ih^ 
woHl df' God-^tbe osly way-mark; but>;we 
go determined not to see -wbioh way it 
poinis. .These- it is ; b«t it ecmdemns those ^e 
loveNmthey cannot be io the wrong. There 
itis^; but it forbids us something we cannoit 
by any i means peroeive the evil ofL We 
haTse jiMime furnished with replies, ciroum- 
stano69v>peculiarities> expediences itt abua- 
daoce. In -shorty we eome not to seek more 
direction*;. but ia. exeiise ouoieives- from <fol«^ 
lowing^faat we bare. 

Lastly^ we j:«Qttr to Scripture ia seaceh lof 
Happiness^ And alas! we are not honest 
even there. *Ew we come determined not to be 
made happy. Cares that we haye deposited 
at our chamber doors» we are determined >to 
take up again, as soon as we emerge from 
them. Sorrows aqd regrets that we have 
brought with us, we are determined to take 
away,, whatever remedy be proposed for 
them. Widies, desires are in our hearts, 
which we are determined not to relinquish, 
though heaven, thougbOod himself be offered 
us instead. 
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O let ud see, before we premime to opes 
our Bibles in the presence of God and on 
our knees before him, that all this felseneitt 
be not in our hearts. For if it is, what hare 
we to expect ? God, into whose presence 
we have come with so much form of teve-» 
fence, whose attention we have called, as it 
were, to our devotional perusal of his word 
—his word immutable, eternal, and "^tiB 
only truth — God, who cannot be dece$V«d» 
and who nothin§r overlooks of humati wftt^fefc y 
-— wiiat should he thitak of such ' stia^gb 
ap]^Iicants, determined not to se6 wtfat ftey 
pretend to look for, determined ttot to^'Siid 
what diey pretend to seek; and not i6 4fl^ 
what they came en purpose to obtain f^*^ If 
his gracious endurance bears '* wMr ' stick 
strange fotly, it is more indeed tlfati iti^dil^ 
serves. With favour he cannot look on*il^i«' 
jfl^hswer he cannot deign to it-^^wIth-Uesstegs 
he cannot bless it. He fineCfa'tlie hungry 
vifh good things, but the rich h^' sends 
empty away. These applicants, so ti^b m 
othei* men^s wisdom and their own«^lilkeet 
BQii^Ucants hdir^ ifome so finely dbftM-^ 
nay/ they have come armed-^ihey hav« 
brought arguments for his arguments, reasons 
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•fainit Ins x^n$imB, purposes for bis purposes. 
Tbeir faave brought the opioions of some 
aimrable being of the earth, to measure by 
them the sayings of Omniscience. They 
haTe brought the example of some slave of 
aim to .^ry by it the precepts of his holy law. 
Thay hare brought the world to judge its 
Maker,i, It did so once, when in the per- 
fection of humanity he appeared before it, 
and found him guilty. It does so still. The 
tribumil of Pilate is uot the only place where 
Doi^ has stood arraigned before the crea*^ 
tmp^ : it is done . in omr houses, in our cham- 
bi^, in our hearts ; and the world's judg- 
m^ afer has and ever wiU find its JVIaber 
in UuBwimg. 

$nrely» if, anything of this dishonesty be 
inour bosoms during the perusal of the Holy 
8€lip4ttres» there is little cduse to wonder 
tfaat.waderire no good from it. Well has 
that Scfiftujre said, *' Study as little chil- 
dren"'--*witb hearts as simple^ as creduloius, 
M fgnorant-— the babe disputing with its 
tao^cher over the sounds of the alphabet, 
w0nld not be so absurd, as the mind of man 
hriiigiQg .his own reasonings and pr^udices 
against the word of God. 
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Whenever we open the Bible, then, we 
must endeavour to hfive a firm persuasion ^ 
a^d a prefleul; recollectioa Uiat U U God's 
own word. WiUiout denying^ i|, there Beems 
to want in many minds a practical certainty 
of this fact. Do not take it for gnmted, 
without examination, that you believe this. 
Js it what David says, what Paul Wjfs, 
what the Bible says, that you are reading ? 
Or is it before you consciously as whad God 
says? This is a very subtle unbelief. It 
betrays itself in conversation v^y freqneally, 
and I am afraid it lurks very secretly some- 
times in the bosom. The consequenees.are 
obvious. Paul or David migfaA Austake— 
they might express themselves unadvisedly 
*— tbey might not foresee the misuse that 
would be made of their expression— 4liey 
might venture tbings true, but iacacpediMrt 
they might speak under ciraunKtaoces that, 
if known, would give xjuite a dtffeiieirt pyr- 
port to their words: and we find ourselves 
perpetually reasoning as if this oonld iMive 
been the case* 

It is not within my design to poov6» ^hat 
the Bible is the word of God. I must take 
it for granted that our readers believe, or 
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think they believe it to be so ; offering only 
a word of cantion that tbey do not deceive 
tiietiiselTes. Appose, for example, you are 
iiiowii in the Bibte these plain words-— 
*< Love not the world, neither the things of 
the world"—-** If any man love the world, 
the love of Ohrist is not in him." You say 
that eannot be. It never was intended we 
shoiild give up any of the enjoyments of life 
for the sake of religion— -it is impossible to 
five in the world without being anxious and 
troubled about ike things of the world^t is 
altogether natural and quite proper we should 
contend for its great things and good things, 
its wealth, its honours, its applause, ibr our* 
adres and oar families— we must do as 
others do, so long as we are here-^the world 
is of as anieh importance to us as to others. 
Then do you not believe those are the words 
of God ? Yon answer. Yes ; but God does 
not mean thb. Do you suppose, then, that 
God shoidd say what he does not mean? 
No; hot be may be mtsnnderstood«*— he 
meant something else— he meant that we 
should not k»vo what is sinful in the world. 
But if God meant this, why did he not say 
it? When he condescends to use the Ian- 
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gasge ^f humanity, to make kaown his will 
to flidtt/ do you suppose he will not Me tha 
pMitest^ 4nd such as assy best exptess bis 
n^aniag? You will perceirei if you exa* 
miae the actings of your mind, that you have 
already forgotten it is God who speak^^ 
jtm uxt arguing as you jutly might wera 
IhiMb tbe words of man. Or take aaothe? 
iasHemee. It is written, «^The ebildren of 
Obd imuirt not strive/' These aare plaitt 
#tMtb^ admittlDg ef but <«e sense; aad 
flialnng no exceptions to the poaitiy^ pro* 
Mbitlon they contain. If they are the madm 
of Oody all strife, all quarreUing, cobtettding^ 
disputiag, and cabalfing, is forhlddeti. Yet 
Mr it not oommon amongst i«i both to do 
these things and to defend thfera? To talk 
of a becoming spirit^ a quick sense of injery^ 
«a impatience of oontradiotion, and eager 
viadieatiofl of our riglitSi as if they trete 
idttost Tirtues ; and when this text is pro* 
posed, to aiswer that we cannot halp our 
temper^ that we must not suffer ouiuelves to 
he oifcnded with impunity, and must eeetend 
for what is due to us as well ear odion? 
Then has God spdcen in vain, or these are 
not his wofds. I hare chosen these texts as 



the finil 4h%i o«eiur to memogj, Wbenevwr 
yoti feel dispofiied to dtspttte afif«insi any ^g»n 
of the\Btble» ei:awae younelf if this 10 Wt 
the process y<Hir mind is pe^rndog 2 ^ 
among those who think they believe the 
Bible to be the word of God, thece are 
many, Tecy many I fear, who believe me 
Mf of it to mean nothing, and Ibe other 
half to mean the exact opposite to wh9^^t 
«ayB« Why shenld God spieak at alU if ^^ 
«!ere so ? He might have left his sermile 
to fill ft book with guesses and mnital;f|fi» 
iMweitaui precepts, and equivooil JkriitN. 
Me satisfied, when you open the ^anrvd 
Book, end kt«he reeoUedaon of . it ,be.>i»ir|9r 
feesent^ that it is the woid cif God bimseif 
«^of <)ourto tvie-v-H^f . courae €onsi8l)Sttip^ 
isoniise inre¥OoahIe-**^ttd of couiBe,,riqiqp)it 
iatthe only revelation of his will thai he^ bfis 
made ito; man, intended to eniighteti» fl^,iM> 
panzte yoit. This, with ihe recellectiiea lof 
Gied's ^esenee wiUi you while you,res|.d«.wiM 
90 far to prodtiee a xigbi stete o£ mind.fer 
the study of hie weed* Foreiure)y4t^a>ya« 
wiUipereeivft thefoUy o( briagkig wjnb J9^^ 
any.ei'' these eki^usesi ar^9MiieitfSr:i(]S>iiMqfls^ 
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exampiiss, eiTCUiiistaiicesy Hai, texpMiencies^ 
with which yt>u have presumed to a!h8W6r the 
words of Scripture; as if it had bbt been 
written by one who knew then), and Foresaw 
them all, and would have noticed them; had 
they been of any importance in' his sight, 
or made any difference to bis designs. If 
you are not able immediately t6 perceive the 
meaning of the more obscure^ docttinal pas-^ 
sages, you will feel the necessity of believing 
ail' 'that you do perceive; though it should 
be contrary to every opinion you haVe fornCked 
before, and contrary to what you have'de- 
sired in your heart to find it. Those parts 
which regard the conduct and disposition, 
which are invariably plain, simple, and un- 
equivocal, you will receive as decisive upoa 
whatcfver subject you have Consalled'them^ 
though they should condemn youriSelf, and 
all around you ; assured that if the precepts 
had been unnecessary, they would not have 
been given; and if there had been times 
and circumstances in which they were to be 
reversed, it would have been specified : to 
suppose otherwise, is to make God more 
unwise and improvident than any earthly 
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ire; for vluurev^r general iaws are 
promuJg^Aed^ i£ exceptioiw are intendedf fitM 
is taken ta make them understood. 

For thpse treasures so abundant of peace 
and joy coatained in the Holy Scriptare»^^ 
** Ye drunken, but not with wine/' *' Ye 
tossed with tempests, and not comforted^'' 
** Children of sorrow, wasted with misery,*' 
why do you find nothing where there is ail» 
and die for lack in the midst of profusion ? 
Because you hare not an honest and a per* 
feet heart. I^ when you lay your hand 
upon thai sacred Book, you would remember 
it is the word of Him, who is the Oirer 
and Disposer of all things, who is not a. man 
thai he should mistake, nor a son of man 
that he. should change^-<^and when you uur 
close it, if you would. remember that his jook 
is upon your heart, and his eye in the depths 
of your bosom-**you would not venture, I 
think, to bring those idols with you, for 
whose sake your spirits are broken — ^nor 
those schemes of earthliness, nor that sensi- 
tiveness of pride, nor that careful value for 
the things that perish — ingredients of the cup 
of whose bitterness you complain. You 
would not persist in calling that blessed^ 
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which God has not blessed, and that a curae^ 
to which his sweetest promises are pledged ; 
nor hold that impossible, which he has said 
shall be, or that necessary, which he has 
said nay to. You would not bring your 
broken cisterns to the fountain, and wondefr 
why they hold no water — the madness of 
thousands, who persist in gathering of a tree 
the fruits it never bore ; and from winter to 
suimner, and from year to year, wait and 
wait, and wonder that their thistles still bear 
thorns. This cannot God himself accom- 
plish for you, that you should taste sweetness 
in the wormwood's juice? Bring the bosom 
deMit, and he will make it blossom as the 
n w » bring it rank, and iwermn with weeds^ 
be* will root them out, and plant the vine and 
olive in their stead. There is happiness in 
that tacred Book*— but it is happiness of 
Ood% devising, not of man's. 
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SflOnON THE FIFTH. 



The Sekaion of suitable Parts of Scripture 

for perusal. 



With a mind unclothed of iU own wis* 
dom aad its owd folly^ williDg to forego 
alike its weakness and it9 strengtht and. like 
a simple, aad unlearned child to- listen and 
believe wfaatever has been wrilten— rwitfa a 
heart honest itt pursuit of Knowledge, H^li* 
ness, and; Uappiaess» and persuaded it may 
be found in the written word of God**<-with 
a consciousness of Ood's presence^ a sense 
of immediate want^ and a sensible expeeta<- 
tion of the Spirit's influence^ if I take daily 
4his Holy Book, alone and on my knees, 
where shall I open it? What shall I read 
in it? 

I have before mentioned, promising to 
revert to die subject, that I do not think a 
progressive order of reading to be in this 
sense desirable. I take it for granted we 
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have such a general acquaiotance with the 
Scriplure^ as lo koow the purport and cha- 
racter of the. different boolMti sq as to enabi^ 
us to select from among them such as are 
suitable to the object we hare in yiew. We 
know, for instance* the character of the 
Psalms,, of the books of Moses, of the 
Prophets, the Gospels, and the Epistles, as 
they are different and distinct from each 
other* In that in which each Psalm or 
each, chapter differs in character from the 
rest, if we are not sufficiently Tersed in the 
Seridptnre to know, or have not sufficient 
mem^xy to recall them, the heads usually 
given ia pur Bibles, or the eye cast carefully 
over the page, will quickly ppint out to us 
what we are in search of. A lew minutes 
qpept in looking for something to suit us, 
will iKrt be ill employed : we may find 
something by the way that snito us also, 
though we were not looking for it, and dius 
get a benefit the more« 

There are two characters in the divine 
Wcfi, that afford eshaustleas admiration to 
the jeflective mind-^ts perfect unity, and 
its infinite variety* So perfect the one, that 
there is nothing which consists not, noliuag 
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jthat harmonizes tiot» ootbing that con- 
travenes or conti*adictSy or even so tnuoh 
as betrays a separate purpose or an iincon- 
nected end. Tfa6 other so infinite, that amid 
the hourly change of eircttmstances, feetingi^/ 
habitSy and desires to which onr mortal being 
is subjected, to every possible state and 
condition of mind, there are parts peculiarly 
and designedly adapted. It is common to 
us to sav, that it seems as if such and such 
a chapter had been exclusively addressed to 
ourseH^esk^as if it had been Written on piif'^' 
pose to meet our case. And so in faot it' 
is. Omniscience at a glance beheld evietjr 
case, and every circumstance, and every 
doubt, and every desire that ever the bosom 
of his creatures could conceive; and ad- 
dressed himself to it in particular, and an- 
swered it in particular, and adapted som^e 
portion of his word to the individaal case. 
Such is the measure of his wisdom. Such^ 
is the treasure-house he has filled with his 
abundant stores. But man comes, and 
comes, and comes, and finds nothing in it 
that he wants, nothing worth carrying away. 
\¥hen he goes to the market, he knows 
what business he goes upon— -he seeks his 
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object, gives it bis atteiitioB^ and does not 
return till be baa done biis errand. Wben 
he goes to the baisaar^ be knows wimt he 
wantsh^be sees the thing that will suit him, 
and <;arries it away with him* When he 
conies to the Bible, Ibis store of heaven's 
providing, so full of every thing most need«- 
ful and most precious, he gapes about, he 
knows not his own errand*^be reads* and 
reads, counts bis chapters, leolti at' his 
watch, and goes away-**he takes nolhingv 
far he wanted nothing*-^e Ins idette his 
budiness for to-day, and will tbme again 
to-morrow. 

As ifi the aataral World, fhe beneficent 
Creator has provided not merely for the 
netsessities and enjoyments of - men in* gene- 
ral, but provided, as it were; for every 
difter0Dee of taste, hdbit, and oottriittftion—- 
one aliment fdr the vigorous^ iknothfer for the 
weak-— one pleasure for die rudd, littother 
for the refined— K)ne atmeepfaere' 'for the 
heajtbfitl, another for the 'Sick-^oae pnrsntt 
fpr youth, llhd another for agtt-^'-^uid all in 
-snob vnricrtyi thai; the 'verychcmg^s eif our 
fancy may please themselv^H in Iho abun* 
dance-'- se in the riches of his grace, thte 
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beneficent Redeemer haa made the cfaartc- 
ters of his book to vary, that every o«e- at 
all tunes may be suited. And w^le all 
in itself is equally good, and no part of tke 
BibU can be said to be better, or more 
valsakle, or more beautiful' than the resti 
it wiU bO' found that every spiritual min4 
has its fiavaRTite part, changing as its own 
conditioB changes. The rest will not be 
negleoted; but sdll this favourite poitidn 
will he reverted to most frequentiy. At 
seme .times the argumentative epistles of Si« 
Paul wiU bavtt the gveater interest; at otfaev 
times, the penitential breathings of the tried 
and ehasteufid David ; and aA otbem^ ag^in^ 
the holy precepts and example of Jesus 
himself,* as contained in the narrative of the 
Gospels^ From the varying character ef 
these divine writings, I am persuaded it vras 
intended this should be so ; and tiiat it coih 
sists with the design of Gh»d, tint we should 
enjoy .^bfferent pasts at different times, ac^ 
cording ta/tho progrete we have madei and 
the path in which we bi!0 led. Ere the ^ay 
be endedfuwe shall have found ttto- beauty 
and utility of all. 

In this persuasion it is, • that I do not 
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advise any enforced, pfrogressive order in 
out fiaily devotional reading, but such a 
sele^ion as feeling and preference* af the 
time suggests; dictated, as it will he hi the 
honest mind, by the time's n^essiiii^ and 
need. When the mind is agitdedl and in 
dottht about the way of salvatiM, winch 
tiM powerful reasoning of St. VmAf iflif the 
persuasive arguments of Joha might possibly 
elseidate and set at rest, what but ir greater 
distraotion would he to me the enjoyments 
of the path I cannot find, or tiie^ |iiel»ted 
of its blissful termination ? When the hMirt 
is full of joyful confidence, and wants only 
to kn^w how it may glorify and obey^ iMhy 
must I read, instead of the hallowed' pre- 
cepts of the sermon on the Moilnt, -the 
mourning of Job in the days of his afflioMh t 
Why should the humbled, penitent, and 
brdken spirit, waiting one beam of eontfert 
from above, be set to read the ihreatsntegs 
of God on his obdurate enemies^; while' the 
heart, as yet untouched with aorrow and 
quite strange to team, finda noiMng in thd 
day's portion, hut the breaithinga of' despair, 
and the promises of heaven to the afllicted ? 
The unfitness of auch a division of onr daily 
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portion, is quite obyiouB. Yet this must 
be perpetually the case, if w# aie to read 
chapter after chapter, in regular otdmt. as 
they stand, instead of selecting what aeenis td 
us limoediately desirable. 

Perhaps it may appear that I am assam<» 
in^ mote knowledge of the heart and its 
oc«Mom» than the young and inexperienced 
in mligioB are likely to hare attained^ when 
I thus advise them to select their own medi- 
cine, their own food. Certainly I .am snp- 
posing the heart to be honest in pureail of 
it» own good, aod to have carefully exa* 
mined itMlf, as I have before advised, and 
defined to itself the particular object of the 
day's readiag. It does not appear to me, 
that this b' more impossible to the young 
than to the experienced Ghristian* A 
thorongh knowledge of the hea(t, widir all 
its dark and decditful maxes^ is indeed the 
resoltof long experience, and never will, be 
acquired perfectly, till4he mortal shall have 
put en immortality* But to detect the pre* 
sent sjmplemt c^ the occult diesase, the 
presentcraving^f the unsated appeli^* needs 
but reflection, imd an honest purpose, with 
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siieb gitidaiiee from abore ais nay er^ be 
expected to attend it. 

Wiles ibe part of Scripture ka» been de« 
terttined im, whatever strangetiess therU may 
seem in the remark, I am decidedly of opt** 
DiMi that we had better read little ilton 
much. Can we read too much Scripture? 
By no means. Let as read it ten times « 
day, or all day, if inefinaHoit snggei^* it, 
and we hare a good purpose iv v^ew iik 
doittg so. But I am persuaded tfait il'is 
better to read a little at a time, to read Hwt 
litde again and again» pause upon it/ eon^ 
iider it^ and car^ it awliy upon Ihe imtfdy 
than to pass from sobjeet to snl^ty ebapMr 
to chapter, and thus not concentratte ' ^ 
Aonghts on any passage in particular. I CAM 
imagine cases in which a single terse' w<Mlld 
be e better exeidse of detotlonaf "stodyy 
than crren one whole' chapter; Bat I wMM 
eottttt neither verses nor diaptevs^ A heller 
aneasuremeht will eoggest ftti^f» if the* heait 
be' really interested; Yon do not eoMe'to 
lead-'-'yott come to seek, to^ enquire, "to 
enjoy. Pursue your purpose, and It wHI 
direct you whene to stop. The reasei I say 
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it should h% little is tbb. The passage that 
•triket you, that aeema to auit your- m^» 
should be studied, Goutemplated, digcflttd— ^ 
not read. It should be returned to a seoond 
time, a Aird time, or a fourth* Its beauty 
vrill grow with «rery fresh perusal-^ts value 
will be ^enhanced at every retroBpect^>*^4iew 
meanings new blessings will grow up in it, 
while your mind rests upon the words. . J^ 
e^reiry sentence you should pause to consiiler 
jBot oaly its intrinsic meaning, but its appUr 
f^iMtion to yourself, to your ciccunuitances and 
4efHrest Very often a particular sentence 
^. expression will give rise to a train, of 
tKeflexipoi that will carry yon far^ aud hold 
rypu loog in meditation, but should hy HP 
;ineapB be checked or arrested. If it l^je 
tei^cit^d doubts, , wait to examine them-Trif 
jay,, wait to indulge it^*-if any other sensa- 
taoAf do not be in haste to get rid of it ¥y 
.reading on, but let the mind have time to 
f^a)^ze and mature its impressions; thai so 
4hey i^y remain the comfort, the i!^arnij)g» 
ft the .guide of the ensuio£ day. The 
habitual reading will thus^ be rather the 
consideration than the perusal of a portion 
of Scripture ; and I do not hesitate to say. 
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that any mind really thus intently set, would 
very soon have had enough, as mtich as it 
€Ould bear. Some words of deepest import 
would very soon seize upon us, and forbid 
all further progress — some deep feeling would 
engross our powjers, and bear the heart to 
heaven, and leave no freedom to pursue 
the text. The eye would not be satisfied 
with seeing, nor the ear with hearing the 
beautiful secrets of this word divine, and 
both remain suspended on the hallowed page. 
Fiction has told us of one who at the sight 
of her own image in the stream, stood 
transfixed with wonder and admiration. 
With an emotion not unlike, though di^ 
ferent in the effect, the Christian stands 
frequently amazed to find the deepest secrets 
of his bosom reflected, as it were, ia the 
pages of Holy Writ— every thought and 
feeling pourtrayed, repeated, answered, ex- 
plained, and accounted for. '* This answer 
is to my question, this thought is mine, this 
character is me" — thus whispers the spirit to 
itself as it proceeds; realizing, owning, 
claiming every thing, as the intimate ac- 
quaintance of the bosom. They who have 
not felt this at all, have not begun to under- 
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stand the Bible, Th^y by whom much of 
it is as yet unclaimed, though to its pli^iner 
parts the heart responds, have only to go on* 
Every day will disclose a new assimilation, 
realize a new truth, give meaning to some 
4ark pasoige; as every day adds to th^ir 
experience, and deep«Bs their knowledge of 
themselves. And as long as life endur^St 
there will be more discoveries to makei more 
truths to be acknowledged, and more simili* 
tudes to be verified. 

But U^re is one thing of first import|B|»ce 
in our perusal of Scripture, which as yet I 
have npt n^medj an added ireasQUi as it 
appears to.me, why the portion at each time 
should be small, a^d the progress, through 
it delibc^ratot I baye said^ that wh$D we 
read^ we should put the mipdi if not the 
body also,.in a position of prayer. . 3ut this 
is not enough. Actual, fervent prayer must 
accompany our reading. There are maay 
and powerful reasons why this fibould bet 
and why our reading can scarcely be effi* 
cacious without it; ariung from our igno* 
ranee, helples^new, and corruption. Paul 
had Teggxxd to this necessity of our condition, 
when be told us to pmy without ceasing* 
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He knew that in the most ordinary occupa- 
tions of life, we could not go on securely or 
successfully without perpetual reference and 
appeal to Heaven ; and as he saw no mo- 
ment of suspension to our need, so he would 
have none to our prayers. If this be true 
in the occupations of. our secular estate, 
much more it is true in an employment that 
immediately concerns our spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare, an occupation so serious and 
important as that we speak of. 

first, we cannot understand the text with- 
out divine assistance. Sin has besotted our 
intellect, and where the things of Ood are 
concerned, bereft us of all natural under- 
standing. We can apprehend nothing with- 
out help. Then, if we do understand the 
word, and apprehend the meaning, it is of 
no use to us — ^we cannot fulfil its precepts, 
grow better by its influence, be comforted by 
its promises, or take possession of its trea- 
sures, unless 6od interpose his power to en- 
able us. Incessant, momentary appeal, 
therefore, should be made to Heaven as we 
proceed. We have understood ourselves 
to be come more, immediately into his pre- 
sence-— we have called upon him to be a 
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party, as it were, to our study of his word-~ 
fae is at hand to answer and to hear. His 
gracious attention is fixed on the secret 
movements of oar heart. There is no ne^ 
to use words^— that might interrupt our me^ 
ditatire reading — ^the passing thought, the 
hasty aspiration is sufficient. O God, grant 
me thill! make me this! be this to met 
confirm, avert, prevent, direct, bestow f«— 
assents^ confessions, praises — All these, with 
the rapidity of thought, have to pass between 
the soul and God, while the eye peruses, und 
the spirit meditates his word. I know net 
whether those who complain Of so^ little 
benefit derived irom their periodical leading*, 
and so little enjoyment in it, have been in 
the habit of veglecting this nedessary ac« 
companiment of pra3rer; but I am persuaded^ 
no great measure of profit can result to us 
without it, however diligent our apptioatiOB 
to the text. The half of the Bible, indeed, 
or a great part of it, are the wovds of 
prayer; addresses, in one form or another, 
to its divine Author. How are these to be 
perused, but with a praying spirit? They 
are not the prayers of Moses, of David, of 
Paul, preserved for our information. They 
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are tbe cries of erery confloious tinner-^Uie 
wants of every cfaild of humanity— the de* 
sires of eyery heart that has been awakened 
by the same spirit of grace that animated the 
bosom of Mosesy Pattl> and David. They 
should be read in the manner of addresses 
from ourselves to God, with the deep Amea 
of a responding heart. The remainder of 
the text is narrative* doetrine, or counsel—^ 
a personal concern to U9> every word of iU 
It is not for Joseph's sake» or HeK^iah>i 
that the narrative of their lives is preserved ; 
but for the glory of Ood^ aiid the instnictiott 
of every member of his churchy, til) all be 
perfected in him* They are useless to us 
ail our nursery legends, unless we so apply 
them ; and if we do, we tnust at eve^ mo^ 
ment feel the interference of Heaven no* 
oessary. In their suiferinga we see our 
dangers, in their sins we see our corruption* 
in their conduct our duties, and m their 
triumph our exalted hopes* How can we 
proceed on such a path widiout resting on 
God as we advance; without stopping every 
moment to be sure that he is with us, to 
guide, protect^ and enoourage usT I am 
incibied to think, the heart tfmt een lead the 
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Bible at any time without accompanying 
prayer^ has yet but very little depth of 
sptrftlikl affections, nor much of earnestness 
in I)ivine things. But if any have this habit, 
and Kind no impulsive necessity of devotion 
While they read, I would advise them, by 
ievdry' effort to induce it. I would advise 
them t6* abstain from, and altogether forbid 
themselves the reading of chapter after chap^ 
ter/ story after story ; as they would read 
any other book, to know what people said 
and did some hundred years ago, without 
any such deep-felt concern as must force their 
hearts to prayer. — It can but confirm the 
spirit's stupor. Instead of it, let them task 
themselves^ if at first it must be a task, to 
thid meditative, prayerful reading of small 
portions of the Scriptures daily; till their 
insensible and careless bosoms shall be by 
degrees accustomed to feel and to desire 
while they read. 

It is my intention, in the ensuing Sections, 
to offer some assistance to the inexperienced 
in this manner of perusing the different parts 
of the Bible: a plan, however, which I 
pursue with much doubtfulness ; while I see 
the purpose to be useful, feeling in no way 
assured that I can usefully accomplish it. 
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SECTION THE SIXTH. 
ne Reaimg of the Historic Scriptures. 



It i« when our minds are more pM;* 
tiqularly in seareb of knowledge^ we sh^J(l 
feel disposed to turn to the historio parts, of 
the Old Testament Most neeeasary iodaed 
they are, to enlighten our understanding, 
and clear away the mystery in wbieb i>7^ 
find ourselves eny eloped, on first awaJ^iiig 
from the stupor of thoughtlessness and inr 
difference. And not atjBist only*. To tb^ 
end of time we continue to, he at interTdJf 
arrested and astounded at the contradjk^iifi 
and incongruities that are within ui^ /find 
atound us; and are fain to have ri^cofM^s^ 
to the divine explanation of man's first f^l 
and disobedienoe^ its circumstances and 
effects, with all the after-baps of this bad 
beginning ; and the way» and the purpose in 
which the world has been since prevented 
from becoming a consistent whole of wicked-* 
ness and misery. The progress of Crod's 
mercy and man's iniquity, those two 
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great sources ct seeming coofusion— for 
it is coRfutton only to our itnperfect vi- 
fteB-»«aB alone explain the mystery that 
ittvdVes t^ character and the fate of 
man. And with the habit some of us 
have of forgetting, in our estimate of things, 
the fact of man's entire corruption and de« 
partttfe from Ihe presence of Ood, calculat- 
ingy re^tsoning, and feeling as if no sach 
llhng blid been ^ cas^, it appears to me that 
a fii^quent refereaee to the first chapters of 
GlHi^esis^iin be fio uil profitable feading; es- 
peeidtfy ^h^ii the mind is excited by a sort 
ef cn^o^ity about our condltiony or, it may 
h^, dfAo^htsa to the justness efOoil's deal- 
ings '^^itlr ' tiii. Hie apostles in their dis* 
edirt«e» bften Ibuhd it necessary to refer to th« 
beginviing, in ofd^rto understand the issue. 

Alsb, It Is Very usefti] to meditate these 
naMfive {massages, "n^beil we need to he 
r^itided^and what do we need ofiener? 
le "wheat this aged world of ours belongs $ 
Wfab governs it, and takes account «€ all thai! 
pas^^iti it* lliat mfan rules in Uteworld, 
and dod has forgotten it, is the habit of 
thinkhg'of more minds' than suspect thein- 
seWes of it. The frequent repe^tiona of 
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*' The Lord said"— <' The Lord commanded'' 
"The Lord caused"-r-while they afford the 
sweetest consolation and assurance to the 
pious mind, delighted to see God in every 
thing, may serve as a reminding and a wam* 
ing to those who are in the he^it of- settling 
and arranging their worldly affaiis without 
him — as if they might— as if they could. 
For this purpose of calling to mind the im- 
mediate observation and interference «f God 
with the affairs of his people, the pmali thing* 
as well as gpreat things that concera them, 
we can scarcely open the historic Aerifitares 
in the wrong place. If we. but' find- the 
name of an individual, and go.ronfto see 
what is narrated of him, with dueceflectei, 
we shall see him the subject of«upei»al {Kiwsr, 
impelled or prevented, overlooked eiidr di^ 
posed of at every step; and jreflecjtioB pas- 
nng from him upon ouraelves, we «haU jbe 
left with no more hope of escapii^ the- in- 
terference of Heaven, than of fear to look 
for it in vain. 

, Another occasion in which the narrative 
part of. Uie Old Testament is peculiarly use- 
ful, is when the mind is under a sort of re- 
bellious disbelief, or at least a disturbed 
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assent^ as to the actual punishment of sin 
according^ to the threats denounced against 
iti Tendev* and sensitive minds, not fully 
cognizant' as yet of the real nature of sin, 
Mid misled by feeling; to see more beauty in 
*iiiie"«ttHbiite of God than in another, are 
/peculmrly liable to this disturbance of their 
faMiv Tb«y find it very difficult to believe 
ihat iOod will fbliil his threats upon the 
mMi^ and impenitent. Now, however 
inBMifcble maybe* the feeling in which this 
dbttbt oilginate^, it is a* measure of infidelity 
4mi!tuf p0kitiV0 declarations of God ; and cal- 
^illrlalid' t» lessefi the horror and thcf dread of 
^. ■*!( >mii8t 'by all means be repressed: 
miA 'Wften the mind is- agitated by such 
4iNrblBi we cannot do better than refer to 
ikk liaivalhre tyt ancient times, to learn whe* 
tlMf 0«4 is, 6r' is not a God of venge&nce^ 
«i[6#eising 'fearfal mastery over those that 
6fpoeb htm. However fastidious taste or 
Alfocled sensrbilify may take- offence at the 
horrors recorded in the Old Testament, there 
Ifaey are — and it was God himself who 
placed them tliere— ^and they are there for 
^ur perusal and instruction. They are to 
confirm to us by his actions the ferity of his 
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words ; that we may cease to set our poor 
conceptions of mercy and humanity against 
his positive declarations, and be convince^ 
of what his wrath wiil do, by what it haq 
done. Need I point out the places? The 
indiscriminate vengea&ce of the flood— the 
destruction, too partial as we might think, 
of the cities of the plain, not more corrupt 
perhaps Uian others — ^the punishment of 
Korah— -the murders of M(*kkadah«— the fate 
of individuals, of Jezebel, of Sisera, and 
of Nebuchadnezzar. As we read them^ 
does not the heart grow confounded withiq 
us at the weakness of its own suggestions, 
appalled at the certainty of God's vengeance, 
ashamed of the disturbance of our faith, 
and confirmed in hatred to the sin that can 
provoke, and, as it were, compd from han4 
benign such bitter strokes of vengeance ? 

Another, and most essential purpose to 
which we can apply the biography of the 
Old Testament, is that which we perpetually 
need, perpetually demand— example. The 
connection between conduct and its effects^ 
between vice and misery, piety and blessed- 
ness, are among those secrets of the Almighty 
which he has, in a great measure, veiled fron) 
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observation, amid the seeming disorder of 
existing things. Folly seems to gather of 
the tree she plants not, while wisdom comes 
short of her harvest The path of rectitude 
seems to lead to evil, and the way of evil 
to success. In contemplation of tiiese things, 
the spirit becomes sometimes so mazed and 
bewildered among the ajpparent opposition 
between actions and their results, it can no 
mere perceive the path of wisdoms—it takes 
the sight timidly, or the wrong from expe* 
dieney, and waits doubtfully and uncertainly 
the issue 0f its choice. God, for reasons 
that his wisdom knows, permits these false 
seemisga to remain. No man knows the 
whole of another's fate, the actual measure 
M 'another's good and ill ; and no man, till 
he Teadies eternity, can know the actual re* 
sult^ of his own actions, or his own destiny, 
But-what we oaanot find in living testimony, 
that the child of God may never want a 
guide, a warning, or an encouragement, has 
been most amply provided in these hallowed 
pages. Characters of every • description have 
been pourtrayed, and placed in every variety 
of circumstances. The secrets of hearts, as 
God alone beheld them, have been laid open. 
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Their motives, and the conduct they pro-^ 

duced, are at once disclosed, together with 

the divine judgment of them, and all the 

consequent results of good and eviL And 

in these we behold a beautiful consistency of 

truth, which doubtless we should behold in 

(the fate of every iudiyidual in exbtence» 

could we know of them all that th6 divine 

l)iographer discloses. It should be enough 

that vine behold it here, to make us believe it 

everywhere. Here is no confusion, no un« 

certainty -^no gain by folly, no ultimate loss 

by wisdom — ho piety unrewarded, nor «in 

unpunished. And this, be it remembered, 

is the only perfect biography that has been 

or can be written. When, therefore, we 

need to be instructed how to act, warned 

against the wrong, and encouraged to th^ 

right, we shall find in the narratives of the 

Old Testament a study of'exhaustiess beauty 

and utility. We may make choice of the 

chiiracter that seems to come nearest to our 

own, or to have stood in circumstances the 

nearest to the position in which we find oud- 

selvesfc We may compare their expressions 

and the sayings of their, hearts, with the 

conscious emotions of ouir own. We may 
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observe how they decided under sioiilar 
difficulties^ how they felt under similar 
temptations, or how they were rescued from 
similar embarrassments. And we may find 
in God's judgment upon their character , his 
Judgment upon ours : and thus be instructed 
what to pursue and what to shun ; and with 
no small certainty, what to expect-*— for 
equal are his ways; obscured, as he has 
suffered them to be for a season, by the ine- 
quality of ours. Need £ mention Abraham, 
in the various trials of his faith, or Joseph 
and his brethren, amidst their changing for- 
tunes, or the alternate sinniuga and repentings 
of the chosen people, followed ever by their 
due rewards ? 

m 

There are times when the racked spirit 
seems beyond the reach of abstract argu- 
ment, and sinking beneath its sorrows or its 
fears» is too weak to receive comfort from the 
general promises of divine assistance and 
support. Whether the Deity can, whether 
he will, whether he does hear the sufferer's 
prayers, is a doubt that at some moments 
defies all remonstrance and all reasoning to 
appease it.. How inestimably valuable at 
such moments are the simple facts of the 

h2 
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Bible narrative. God's nofd and {^romisfe 
ought to supply as ample, a certainty as any 
fulfilment of them that can be presented to 
us ; but in the actual weakness of our faith: 
they do not. There ave few, I should thinks 
who have made the Bible their resource in 
times of need, but have found that while 
the heart resisted the comfort proposed by 
the general promises of divine interferences- 
it hits been sweetly cheered by the fulfilment 
of them in bdialf of others. There can- be no 
imposiibiUties.ui the way of our desires^ no 
dasgers on our path« greater than he has 
otienxnue in answfr to the prayers of his 
peofle r so that whenever onr heaiti are full 
of desire, but doubtful and unexpsotant in 
their aspwalKMis, we shall find most holy 
and'suitable reading in almost every part of 
the Historie Scriptures ; where in plain facts, 
if we believe the words, we see every thing. 
realined that God has promised or that we 
can "need." Hare we not the prayers of 
Moses and of David, of Hexekiah and of 
the Shunamite, with the answers in word and 
deed returned to them from heaven. 

This I have spoken of the historic books, 
as they are merely narrative, apart from any 
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6piritual meaning concealed under the facU^ 
and from the beautiful morsels of spiritual 
matter dispersed throughout the story. I 
have considered them in that character of 
history, in which they would seem the least 
suited to our moments of private and per-^ 
sonal devotion. But this is in fact the 
exclusive character of but a small portion 
of the Bible narrative. Very many of the 
stories convey truths to which they make no 
allusion, and are replete with analogies which 
the spiritually instructed mind delights to 
trace in them. When the soul is deeply 
imbued with the principles of the Gospel, 
and Jesus has become the centre, the begin^- 
ning and the end of every thing, he will be 
looked for where he is not named, and per- 
ceived in every part of Holy Writ, There 
is a state of religious progress, when this 
single object of faith and affection does so 
possess the soul, that to whatever page we 
turn, whatever narrative we read» it speaks 
or seems to speak to us of Christ. We see 
him in Moses, in Job, in every thing. We 
cannot see him or seek for him too much. 
If we apply to Christ some passage that was 
not so meant, we have done no harm : if we 
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fail to see him where he might be fonud, we 
have robbed the passage of its. greatest 
beauty! But this will hardly be the tone 
uf an ine^^perienced miod : if forced i^poii 
us, it might become speculative or critical 
research. This in our devotional reading we 
would particularly discourage. There iMre 
other times. Biblical criticism is by no 
means a forbidden or a Mseless study : but let 
it be a study; and by no means, intrude 
itself on these moments of devotional read- 
ing. Let us be satisfied now with the plain 
sense of the passage, as far as ^ simple .ipind 
is capable of perceiving it, with such #piii- 
tual applications as we find ourselves readily 
able to make^ and any more, recondite and 
typical sense, that experience and previous 
study may enable us to attach, to it. So 
limited are the mental powers in our .present 
state, the moment we begin to criticise, we 
ceaae to feel. 

Hidden and uncertain meanings apart, 
many of the stories of the Old Testament 
have a meaning clearly and stirikingly spiri- 
tual, and bear ap analogy, too evident to be 
overlooked by. the pUinest undevstanding, to 
the plan of salvation exhibited in the 
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Gospel. Siich Is the trial of Abraham'^ 
faith— such the breathings of the royal 
Psalmist — and such, • most strikingly, th^ 
whole history of God's chosen people ; every 
circumstance of which the experienced be* 
lievei* finds to be realized in his own rescue 
from, the bondage of iniquity, and subse« 
quent passage through the wilderness of life. 
On this account certain chapters and pas« 
bages of the F^entateuch are, and ever will 
be, a favourite resource to the tried and 
trusting Chrii^tian ; and it is desirable thej^ 
should be so to the more bold and careless t 
lest, seeming to travel towards the promised 
land^' Chey too perish in the wilderness. I 
would advi^ a frequent reference to the 
history df Israel/ when the mind feeli^ di»> 
poded to it, with a direct application of their 
hopes and fears, their dangers and encou- 
ragements, the warnings, judgments, pro^ 
mises, and manifestations of God towards 
tbeun, to 'our spiritual travel towards the 
eternal Canaan. There is no doubt that it 
was so intended.' The same God who sepa^ 
'rated them from a corrupt world, has sepa^ 
rated us, if indeed we are travelling heavens- 
ward ; the same temptations, sins and dan« 
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gers are upon our path ; and the same super^ 
nal interference, unseen but not unfelt, must 
guide us through them. 

Meantime, there are but few parts of the 
historic books that are purely narrative. 
Throughout them are distributed single 
verses, passages, or even whole chapters, 
of a spiritual, devotional, or didactic cha* 
racter. And well indeed will these repay us 
for the search ; till we are 86 far familiar to 
the text, as to know immediately where to 
torn to them. How many moments are there 
whmi the holy aspirations of the PatriarciM 
will suit the present emotions of our bOBOtns 
«— when the remonstrance of Qod with his 
people will reach our conscienoe, or his in- 
junctions to them fix our wavering condiiet : 
separating them entirely from the history in 
which they occur. Without attempting to 
point out the single verses and smaller pas- 
sages of this kind, which beautify the nar- 
ratives throughout, I must mention as 'ex- 
amples the divine Song of Moses aft^ the 
passage of the Red Sea ; innumerable parts 
of the pious exhortation to the Isra^ites, 
with the summary of Qod's mercies and his 
laws, contained in the first twelve chapters 
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of Deuteronomy; and again bis song and 
departing blessing at the close of the same 
book. These are of no private concernment. 
They have as much to do with the children 
of God now^ as they had then ; and if we 
indeed be his children^ may with advantage 
be studied as if spoken to ourselves ; since 
they noLust now, as then» be accepted and 
obeyed. But not less valuable than the 
words of Mosesy are the words of Samuel, 
and the words of David, or of Hezekiah, 
or of Daniel, or the words of God addressed 
to tbem by himself, or by his memengexs, 
the prophets. 

Let us search out these passages from the 
mass of the historic Scriptures, and make 
ourselves ff^miiiar with the places ia which 
they are to be found, that we may turn to 
theitt.wben we tbiqk they will suit our pcca- 
siojDS. If our memory is not sufficient for 
the purpose, it might not be unserviceable to 
have sofoe sort of memoranda of our own 
making to assist us» I am not prepared to 
say how this should be done; but I have 
often felt the waut of one, from iusufl^cient 
memwy as |o books and cl^ters, o^Mmsion- 
ing at least a, loss pf time, in referring 
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to suitable portions, even when knowing 
what portions would suit if I could find 
them. 

When we have selected a passage, we 
must endeavour to read it for ourselves — as 
our own eonceriu It is no more Joseph or 
Moses who speaks or is spoken to. It is 
God's address to us, or ours to him. It is 
truth, not of somebody who lived five 
thousand years ago,* but of ourselves at the 
present moment It is not something to b^ 
believed, admired, and let pass ; but sooie* 
thing to be received into the heart, to Ihre 
upon and aet upon ; to make us wiser, holier, 
and happier — one of these or all. For thb 
purpose, the original speakers and actore 
need not be even remembered. We are 
alone in our closets with God. We are ift 
devotion before him. This is a portion of 
liis word. What have we individually -to do 
with it ? What does it say to us ? In what 
manner does it reach our case ? What «ae 
can we make of it, or what good derive 
from it ? As the verses succeed each other, 
if they be prayer, let us pray with then for 
ourselves<^if they be confession, let us opes 
our bosoms as we read them, to the scrutiny 
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of Him who is present — if they be precepts, 
let us pause, and with retrospective care, 
examine our own conduct by theni — if they 
be couiiseki, let us treasure them in memory , 
with holy resolution to be led by them here* 
after ; * and so ' on with whatever may occur. 
It is likely that verses of these and various 
other cimmeters, -wHl occur successively, 
L^t lis- pause upon each, that we may 
rigfhfffy "divide them to their uses; and still 
wftb the '%eart ascending in perpetaal aB- 
piVKEtiofr'to heaven to make them eiFectual to 
th(]lse'lised1 for we can do nothing without 
dssJitiinee' thence^^neither desire, nor con- 
fess, ''nor repent, nor resolve, nor become 
wi^ev, (ir hblier, or happier. 
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SECTION THE SEVENTH. 



TAe Reading of the Psalms. 



A VERY little experience is sufficient to 
have taught us^ how much the human heart 
delights in the responses of a sympathizing 
spirit—unconsciously responding to our feel- 
ingSf in the natural expression of its own. 
This constitutes the charm of poetry, the 
witchery of romance, the dissipating influence 
of the novel. The poetic mind revels in the 
luxuries of the verse, because there it finds 
its own impassioned feelings, its deep reflec* 
tiveness, the soarkigs of the imagination, 
and the breathings of its acute sensibilities. 
For the same reason the frivolous and dis- 
sipated delight in the novel of the day. 
These are their own thoughts, their own 
emotions, what they are or what they would 
be«^fbllies they claim kin to, while thinking 
only to laugh at them. The warrior will 
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read of war— the loyiog will read of loTe-— 
the fashionable will read of fashion — and 
whence is the charm, but because the ex- 
pressions of the book sympathize with the 
feelings of the bosom^ and the writer says 
what the conscious reader feels. 

Doubtless it is the same sympathy, the 
same responsive utterance of the bosom's 
secrecy, which makes the Book of Psalms 
so inestimable a treasure to the believer, 
so constant a favourite to the Scripture 
reader. Not, I apprehend, to the careless, 
unawakened reader. These holy books have 
little to do with those external things in 
which the just and the unjust are alike par- 
takers : they are no recital of exciting facts, 
tales that please as fiction the heart that 
never has felt for them as truth, though pro> 
fessing, perhaps, to believe them. From 
habit, because they are a part of the daily 
church-service, or because so taught from 
childhood, or other such reason, the Psalms 
are more early familiar to us, and more 
mechanically chosen for our quotidian of 
reading, than any other part of Scripture^ 
But we would appeal to the thoughtless 
mind, if for a moment it could be induced to 
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think/ wliether they are not of all parts tM 
most useless, the most incomprehensible* 
The poetic beauties of tlie style may indeed 
be tasted, if we have not read ourselves into 
insensibility of them ; but that is all. The 
deadening effect of habit is strikingly evinced 
by the insensibility, the absolute unconscious- 
ness with which people read from day to 
day, as a religious duty, Psalmd every sylla-^ 
ble of which is a falsehood upon their lips, 
or a condemnation in their ear-^an impre<^ 
cation, not seldom, on their own heads. Such 
persons' I am not addressing while I explain 
the uses of the holy book. It is impossible to 
say. what part of his word it may please God 
to use for the awakening of the insensible ; it 
taiay be these, as well as any other; there^ 
fore are they not to be prohibited to any, 
lior can we say the reading of them is useless* 
But this is certain — there is not a sentence 
in them that befits the lips of the unregene^ 
rate, or can be uttered by them with honesty 
of heart. If they see in them any thing, 
it must be the fearful contrast between what 
ihey read and what they feel, what they 
pronounce and what they mean. There is 
something extremely awful in the daily 8ys>- 
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tematic reading of them under such circum- 
stances. Nothing but the most appalling 
insensibility, the stupefaction as it were of 
death, could render it possible : for it is here 
no longer the '^ He said'^ of other men, 
which we may or may not agree with ; nei* 
ther b it the address of other men to us, 
which may or may not concern us. These 
holy aspirations purport to be the expression 
of the heart that reads them— prayers,. de« 
sires, confessions, sorrows, joys, acknowledg* 
ments— ^falsehoods, every one of them from 
the lips of those who do not love the Lord 
and serve him. It is very fearfuL We 
4now not what to say. It would be wrong 
lo recommend a discontinuance of th^ read- 
ing ; and it is in vain, I fear, to ui^e a care- 
ful comparison during the course of it, of the 
sentiments of our hearts with the expressions 
•put into our mouths. We must leave, there- 
.fore, with this brief allusion, those who make 
a duty of reading every morning the Psalms 
appointed for the day, yet never feel-^never 
-stop to consider whether they feel or not, a 
^single sentiment those Psalms express. Well 
•has the Scripture said of itself, that it is a 

12 
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savour of life unto life, or of death uiit6 
ideath. 

la other parts of Holy Writ, we have 
the actions of meoi their sayings, and 
the motives that instigate these words and 
actions. In the Psalms we have more. We 
have the secret breathings of the heart within 
itself— the silent comtnunications of the spirit 
with God, and his with it — the perpetual 
soliloquy, as it were, of the soul, holding 
close commuoion with itself through every 
circumstance of its passage through time into 
eternity ; clothed at once in all the simplicity 
of truth, and all the exaltation of poetry. It 
is no wencler if to the troubled mind in pan* 
ticular^ diis is a tavourite part of the Bible-— 
the most frequently recurred to, and seeming^ 
ly the most effectual to the spirit's consola* 
tion* I believe it becomes increasingly so, as 
-the believer advances in experience and know- 
ledge of himself I have observed already, 
that to the unregenerate heart, its appUca^ 
tion is impossible : if read at all, it is so from 
habit, and a superstitious reverence for ed* 
tablished forms. To the young in religion, 
doubtless it begins to unfold its treasure- 
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4iou8e of beauty, and should begin to be 
studied; carefully studied — not read as a 
daily service* If Ibis last has been the 
practice, and has been hitherto performed 
mthoiit any consciousness of benefit, or any 
sensible impression made upon the mind by 
the repetition of a familiar language, I do 
iiot hesitate to advise a discontinuance of 
the practice, and the substitution of a 
totally different method of perusal ; • for th^ 
same reasons that I have given renpecting: 
4he Scripture in general. The division of 
ihe Psalms into daily portioasi was for the 
public devotion of the church. The adoption 
x>( it in our private devotion, pSMaises little 
but to render them a formula and a constraint. 
Jt is like a measured quantity of food, each 
day alike and of a pre-delermined kind* to 
an ever- varying and inconstant appetite^-^ 
4lie appetite, not of health* butof sickjic8»— 
changeful and capricious sickness* ' :• 

If, as I suspect, die Psalms -are lo>4h6 
.young and inezperienoed Cbtistian adull and 
unintersting part of Scfiptuie, beoame there 
is no chord within that responds to these 
deeply stricken tones of feeling, it would' be 
advisable for the present to make use of 
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them as a test ; not for finding, as bye-and« 
bye we shall do, the resemblances between 
the holy Psalmist's feelings and our own» for 
as yet there is none ; but for detecting the 
differences; word by word, and ^sentence by 
sentence, to oji)serYe what he expresses that 
we have never felt — what sentiments that are 
in total opposition to our own— what bles- 
sing speaks of that we have never estimated 
<— what malediction utters, that, verified; 
would seem to fall upon ourselves. This is a 
rea^nable use to. make of these writings. 
They contain the finished portrait of the be* 
Jiever, as he appears before God<— not of one, 
but of every, one— of Jesus first, and of every 
one after him, who follows in his footsteps. 
Doubtless they were so intended of God. 
•And they become thus a picture from which 
•to copy, an exemplar by which to try our^ 
selves, to prove whether we are, and what 
we want of being, what it is necessary that 
before God we become. To illustrate vthat 
I mean I will make use of the first Psaljii, 
because it is the first, and becisiuse it is short, 
though others may contain more. 

^* Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth ill 
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Uie way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornfuL" But stay ; ere I proceed with 
my readiogy is this first assertion true? Of 
course it is, if David was inspired to write it, 
and these are the words of God. But of what 
use is it to me that they be true, and' that I 
read them daily, unless I believe them ? Do 
I think so ? The way to know this, is to ex- 
amine what passes habitually in my heart 
respecting the beings who ' surround me» 
Doubtless, there are Fome whom I esteem 
blessed above others, and would stand, might 
I choose, in their position, and divide portions^ 
with them, in some respects, at least, of their 
condition. And there are others passing to 
and fro before me, objects of contempt, or at 
the least of pity ; the un envied, and ' to my 
view unblessed. Since yesterday, T Inusl 
have been conscious of some such, reflexions 
on the condition of others, and probably of 
iiaving acted upon it I must have taken 
steps, if but in the imagination of my heart, 
cr the expressed desires of my lips, after those 
objects of my preference, to the possession of 
which the idea of blessedness is attached* 
The associate of sinners, ^courted, admired, 
and beloved, but still in the ways of sin — ^the 
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seat of the scorner, an exalted seat and proud 
full often y whence he looks with contempt and 
speaks with ridicule of the despised truths of 
Q-ody taking counsel, or likely giving it to the 
learned and the great, but disregarding the 
simple word of truth : have I admired these, 
and sought to mix with them, and laid my 
plans to follow them, as if they were really 
the Messed upon earth? Then apparently I 
have a mind but little in unison with the 
words of the Psalmist, and with the mind of 
God. Be has opened this beautiful portion 
of Scripture with a blessing; but when I re- 
peat it after him, it is not the language of my 
heart : I have other preferences, and covet 
Other things. 

** But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord ; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night/' Am I then one of whom a 
voice that cannot err declares that they are 
blessed, and subjoins the succeeding pro- 
mises? That is worth a pause to think 
upon. Delight is the strongest term of plea- 
sure ; and sad is the heart indeed, that lives 
from day to day without a consciousness of 
delight in .something. And if there is any 
thing in particular our hearts are set upon to 



reader's guide. ^5 

delight in it, that thing, whether we will or 
noty whether we forbid it or invite it, will 
be the subject of our meditation ; not con- 
tent with our day thoughts, it will disturb 
our slumbers, and possess our dreams. This 
I have felt to be the case with other things : 
but has it been ever the case with me re- 
specting the things of God, all of which 
may be comprised in what is termed his 
law? Is the subject so near my heart, 
that«it comes into it the first in the mora* 
ing? So dear, that it will noi go from it 
till the last at night; and if aroused at 
midnight will come back again ? And this 
not as a loathed spectre haunts the con- 
science to distract it — but because the pre- 
sence and the thought of God are my con- 
solation and my joy ? 

Then I am blessed — ** And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper." These word^ are for 
me* It may seem if I regard my outward 
circumstances, that they are not fulfilied* 
But the witness of God's word is better 
.than the evidence of circumstance. The 
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season of the fruit may not be come, and 
the leaf may not yet be put forth. But 
mistrust and anxiety do not become me. 
He of whom this Psalm is primarily spoken, 
and for his sake transferred to all who bear 
his likeness, was a tree planted long before 
its fruit was borne. What he did for a sea- 
son did not seem to prosper — rather did it 
appear that, planted on an ungenial soil, it 
witliered to th& root and died. Yet is he 
blessed for ever; because he never wafked 
in fellowship with the ungodly, nor had 
other delight than in his Father's law. And 
it is true of me, as it was of him. If Ibe 
former verses apply to me, these are a 
pledge to me. I am more blessed already 
than other beings, and yet fairer ^pfomises 
remain to be fulfilled. 1 will not faint nor 
be afraid. 

" The ungodly are not so : but ai^ like 
the chaff which the wind driveth 'away. 
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous." Is this any thing to me? 
I have read it in my life butldreds and 
hundreds of times ; and it never struck me 
-with fear, lest withered and valueless like 
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a thing without root, the breath of heayen 
should bear nie away from earth, and from 
all the pleasant things I have enjoyed in it. 
And ]pet I have been ungodly, and a sinner 
— ^perhaps I still stand under the denun- 
ciation. It is contrasted with the former 
description--^if I am not one, I am the 
othen If I am in doubt, my heart should 
go up to heaven in prayer ; if assured, in 
grateful adoration. * • ■ 

** For the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous : but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish." Is this good news to me, or bad ? 
One it must be. It is the summing up of 
all; shall I close the book weeping or re- 
joicing in issue. Perhaps I would rather 
Ood did not know my ways. I would 
rather him look aside, and let me follow 
my own liking for awhile; and would con- 
ceal from him forever, if it might be, the 
secrets of my heart. Then it is no glad 
news to me that he knoweth my ways, and 
watches my footsteps, avd directs every 
movement of my heart to the furtherance of 
bis own will. His presence is fearful to me, 
bis interference is importunate; I submit 
to it of necessity, but it is no joy to h^ 

K 
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reminded of it. But if the first part of the 
verse is not for me» Uie other must be. 
There are but two way»— -the righteous 
man*s, which is God% and the sinner*8, 
which is his own. The fifftt is under eternal 
guidance, and will lead to eternity ; the last 
is the device of mortals^ and ends with his 
mortality. 

It is thus that in pausing on tbe meaning 
of the sacred words/ one eye as it. were on 
them» the otber on our own consciousness, 
what does not suit us will oonviot us ; what 
finds no sympathy in our bosoms will bring 
us to question why Uiere is none. False- 
hoods on our lips, though purest truth finom 
him that wrote them, will startle the slum- 
bering conseience a& we read, and perhaps 
force an appeal to heaven for aid : and thus 
jthe bosom which as yet cannot taste the 
beauty, or partake the deep interest of these 
breathings of a fervent heart, because as 
yet there is no response of sympathising 
feeling, may be benefited, essentially bene- 
fited by the perusal; if honestly intent on 
being so, and pursuing the search in such 
temper of mind as has been before sug- 
gested. 
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. This slight example is giveni not as a 
comment on the psalm, or a prescription of 
the train of thought to be pursued ; but as 
an illustration of what I mean ; to mark the 
object Ukely to i<eflult |rom such manner of 
Heading, and to pro?« how. utterly incom<* 
patiUd it/'is with the reading by* measure 
and mechanism we may hare been accus- 
tomed tOk Wba.t flights of thought, whai 
pauses^of feeling* what scrutiny of ourselvea 
and ardent ap|*eals to heaven, might have 
arisen out of the brief suggestions we have 
made; enough to occupy with the matter 
of these siK veises, or pef haps with not half 
thw* Dumber, the longest period allotted to 
the cleirotioiial exercise. And yet is this 
psaioi'more limited in meaning than almost 
any other; the ideas being oonfiaed to two 
— ^the- blessedness of the righteous, and the 
brevity trf the course of ungodliness. We 
have: but to oast our ejB to the sueceeding 
onesv to see what -siil^eets .of reflaotton, of 
feettng, seli^examittatieii and devotiq^,i are 
developed' in the space of a few verses, aome* 
times comprised in a single one« 

Speakkig fof those to whom the experi* 
mental in religion is least available, because 
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of their yet sttttili eitperience in it^ and con- 
sequently the Psaftns an uddittractive part 
of Scripture^ I would urge the attempt thus 
to meditate, and apply, and appropriate them 
to ourselves ; and I have little doubt a new 
and growing interest will be perceived and 
nltimately enjoyed, by ' many who have 
hKherto avoided, or rebd them only from a 
feeling of propriety in doing so. To those 
more advanced it is unnecessary to commend 
a frequent perusal of the Psalms They 
lire the treasure-house of christian sympathy* 
There is not a feeling of sorrow or of joy, 
of sin ^and helplesstiess, of holiness and 
triumph^ of gentle promise, or of awful 
warning, which the sacred poet has left 
unutter^d or untouched : and I can scarcely 
hesitate to add, there is not a passage in 
them that will not at somef period of our 
existence come h6me to our bdsom as the 
response of its secret utterance, at once the 
voice and the reply of its present emotions. 
It is therefore that the sorrowful and deep«^ 
feeling spend more hours perhaps over the 
Psalms than any other portion of Scripture* 
if we consider them but as the language of 
a believer speaking forth his experience 
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iKider the immediate inspiration of the Spirit 
of God— if they were the sorrows and the 
joys, and the prayers of I>ayid, and in him 
of eyery other belieT^r wJbM>se heart responds 
to them, they were a sufficient treas]ure« 
But if we may consider, them, as I believe 
we may, as the words of him of whom 
David was the type*— if the tears were the 
Saviour's tears, the vows the Saviour's vows, 
and the deep«*wrought expression of human 
feelings and desires Ihe prophetic language 
of the Saviour's humanity, their value to 
the pious mind is increased abctye all price. 
This doea not, as some have thought, rob 
us of the personal application of the Psalms : 
rather it makes them doubly ours. ,What 
we are. he was— what he is we ari^ to be. 
Our present portion ia to follow him, our 
iature recompense to be likq him. What- 
ever promise was made to Jesus, whatever 
■ins were acknowledged by him, wh^l^ver 
sentiment was expressed by him, hii». ]pfiOm 
pie are tq be partakers of: and it, is fit his 
language shcmld become their language. Sin 
he had not, it is true — ^bui be had it to bear, 
to mourn, and to conquei;; and therefore 
even in this, the expressions, that become 

is; 2 
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bis people, became him who was made )ik6 
them; and the language which discloses 
the feelings of his humanity is the appro* 
priate language of every devout believer 
^ho follows in his footsteps. I must re«- 
'serve the subject for another section. 



SECTION THE EIGHTH. 
The Heading of the Piabm omtinwid. 



I CLOSED my last observattoM with an 
intimation that the Psalms may be consi- 
dered as the language of the Saviour in 
his humanity; under the influence^ as he 
certainly was, of human passion and affec- 
tion; and though not in the commission, 
-certainly under the severest imputation of 
'sin. My readers are aware, no doubt, that 
this is an interpretation of the Psalms only 
partially admitted. I suggest it, therefore, 
without asserting it, meaning to avoid all 
critical discussion. Nor does it materially 
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'affect the subject I am treating* The reader 
who can so consider thenii is, I believe, iii 
no danger from the mistake, if it should 
he one ; but rather PEiay be benefited in his 
.-use of the Psalms, . by the. influence of such 
A belief on the heart, Jesus is the object 
of our imitation, our only perfect and suffi- 
cient example : in the character of his man- 
hood, of course — for as God we cannot 
imitate him, however we may hereafter see 
him as he ia, and be made like to his glori- 
fied humanity. In the Gospel narrative 
we have the life and conversation of that 
holy Being, the lustre of divinity put off, 
and the weeds of humanity about him. The 
mind that would be pure as be is pure, holy 
as he is holy, lo6ks with delight upon his 
actions, ca^tches with delight at his words, 
and endeavours by them to form bis conduct 
and conversation in the comnooii paths of 
life. But gladly would we have more. 
Fain would we know what passed in the 
Saviour's bosom when he retired from the 
crowd to some lowly dwelling, to think over 
the incidents of the day — of the insults 
heaped upon his sacred head— the obduracy 
of his enemies^ and the retribution prepared 
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for them — the future destiny of those wbd 
engrossed his heart's affections, and were to 
share his sorrows — and withal of that task 
which was upon him, that cup so bitter 
which could not pass away, unless he drank 
it. ISTeither desire we this in idle curiosity. 
We need it for the perfecting of our divine 
model: for it is in the thoughts of our 
hearts and the secret dispositions of our 
minds under like circumstances, trials, fears, 
and provocations, that we are to be con- 
formed to his image, as well as comforted 
by his sympathy. How delightful then, if 
we can find in these holy effusions the 
secrecy of the heart we desire to penetrate. 
Thus Jesus felt, thus Jesus thought — thus 
in the privacy of his bosom, and in secret 
with his Father, he poured out his sorrows 
and his high resolves. I would not urge on 
any one this interpretation as necessary ; but 
I name it as delightful : for if the sympathy 
of a human being be so precious to us, how 
much more the sympathy of him who is our 
Saviour and our God. And if we be even 
mistaken in this acceptance of them, and go 
beyond their meaning in thus keeping the 
Saviour before us as the speaker when we 
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use these Scriptures for derotiional readin&^i 
I see not what but good can result from the 
delusion. 

Let that pass, however ; let them be the 
words of David; they are still not his natii^ 
ral, but his inspired words, written by the 
express design of God for our learning and 
example; and their sympathy may be our 
consolation, and their holiness our ensi^mple 
still: next to the character of Christ, the 
example of his approved saints is set forth 
for our imitation, and their experience ' for 
dor ehcouragoment. Briefly, then, we will 
lo6k over the Psalms with a view to thus 
making use of them. I am afraid our com- 
)>ass will allow us to notice but a few of 
many ; and perhaps may pass over what may 
best deserve notice : but I am rather open- 
ing a purpose than fulfilling it, suggesting 
fei plan, rather than pursuing one. I am far 
from intending to make a commentary, after 
advising the reader not to use any: and 
whatever remarks I may make on parti« 
cular passages, are not meant for comments on 
their meaning, but as hints for the uses 
that may be made of them. 
" Observe the 3d and 4tli Psalms. How 
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many are the times we know, when external 
evib compass us about ; and every day adds 
something to their pressure ; and another 
comes on what was too. much before ; while 
our wasted spirits, perhaps, seem daily less 
sufficient for the contest; and so far from 
deriving help from from man, mockery and 
reproach, sneers and insinuations, add poig- 
nancy to every shaft of sorrow. In the lan- 
guage of these beautiful Psalms, so suitable 
to a sickening, sinking spirit, we are bidden 
to remember the comfort we hf^ye in other 
times received from God under lik^ triab ; 
and to derive confidence from th^ . Kf^memr 
brance, till^ in the contemplation of it, avr* 
rounded by dangers, we can lie dowa in 
peace. We have the prayer, and the |:^ly 
to it; the joy that in spite of sorrow. the 
promises of divine help can aJOPond; and 
finally the sweet conclusion to w)ii^b the 
trusting spirit comes — *' I will li0 dowv i^ 
peace and sleep, for thou. Lord, only makest 
me to dwell in safety." There (^e other 
Psalms to the same purpose, even more 
strongly expressed— witness the 7ilst ^u|d 
77th. 
The pressure of external ill and the world's 
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malice^ are not the only, nay , not the se- 
verest trial of the Christian. For one com- 
plaint of others, he breathes many of him* 
self; and while the fierceness of man's wrath 
but rouses his courage, the sense of God's 
displeasure sinks him to the dust. Observe 
the QA Psalm. The soul cannot be long 
experienced in religion without realizing this 
sickening of the spirit, this anxious waiting 
for retam, this soul-consuming misery under 
the con&iciousness of Bin, and the absence 
of all sensible comfort from above, while it 
anxiously asks, How long? Is it no com- 
fort under such painful feelings to find them 
traced by other hands? To learn that no 
new evil has befallen us ? Here is the con- 
trition, the seif-reproach of one who was the 
chosen servant of God — perhaps of Him who 
bore the chastening he had not merited, 
to appease the wrath we fear. How like 
his thoughts to ours ! These also have sunk 
thus low— »these too have seemed abandoned* 
Vet their cry closes with a* word of confi- 
dence-^even of triumph— -And will not ours ? 
Id not th^r God our God, as our corruption 
their corruption ? While the bosom responds 
to the deep-wrought expression of suiferingf 
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H learns to participate in the confidence and 
triumph that succeed it. And thus tlie heart 
cheers itself in contemplation of others' woes ; 
and while in others' language, it pours out 
its feeling before God» seems at length to 
accept the mourner *s confidence, as a pledge 
of heaven's mercy to itself. Of similar 
character are the ISth, 22d, and* 38th 
Psalms, and many others. " * ' 

Much difficulty, and often I 4toliey^ eon^ 
siderable harassment, has afisen to the 
mind of the pious reader, from those PMmft 
that make appeal to the justice of Gkid|<and 
plead innocence and uprigbtnesaas elamift'to 
defence against our enemies. Ill sncht feinu 
guage seems to become the lips'of il nkiMr* 
to whom neither God nor man cad render* 
more evil than he is consciovs of des^mnj^; 
Neither dares the bumble, self-oonvicrttMi' 
lip, urge before' Ood the plea of ittoril or ' 
the proud challenge of examination, bfib^r 
the manner of the 7th Psalm. This diffiU' 
culty is removed by the applieatimtofifitf' 
words to the Saviour. He had air iittif^ 
cence to plead, and iM>mpensatib& Ujf MAtd^ef 
for undeserved wrong. To nd hamab' bdnf 
^besides, as viewed in hiinaelf, call appeals 
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lAJB Uiese belongs <a the similar ones of the 
12tk, Sethy ^c. Thei» seems little doubt, 
-therefore, that they are the appeals of the 
•sinless Jesus to his Father's truth and justice, 
"to look .and. behold no iniquity in him, and 
irewiurd him apoovdiag to his integrity. But 
I cannot think the Psalm that so speaks 
-tiiecQpies 4>n that account inapplicable to 
ouwelvies, and loses all meaning on our lips. 
Ifo-^w-as united to him, whatever belongs to 
j^9sus, JbeUagu to his people — whatever he 
pleaded 49K: himself, he :has left in plea for 
«them.u<4iQneixhfls^re aie, the terms upright, 
TightoM9j -boly^ tare perpetually applied to 
US rJiyfjQtod* s W^bjT'? Because there is a 
4i^ M whi49h- he ^so considers us ; even the 
.Mghfc^f nodemfttion*. which is by the righte- 
iO«sil94ftK9f) 4}hii^* iUi|ce he is upright and 
'fevf%^-tm figtit^eu^ness, and has in all in- 
^egr^n^lfiHed.thevlaw, those who are the 
purc|^as%..^ i|i4S blood, .^o^e their sin so 
^blo<;tede'f|Hlt a» t#«be.aN) more bad in re* 
4a/em^ffiLi9f^.th0fom <ilqd» ^nd for .his sake 
«i§fl^}c<Hiiit^frig{hiteoas before £Bm. There 
ithi^ifMm^lso, % an •persuaded, and a time^ 
4n wfaMh the believer ,can use for himself 
4hese pleas befote his Maker, and find con-* 

L 
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fidence and comfort in them ; and that with- 
out the least self-ignorance or pride of heart. 
Why else does the apostle speak of a con- 
science void of offence before Ood — of walk- 
ing in purity. of heart before him?. There 
are expressions used respecting the saints in 
the Epistlesy full as strong as these of the 
Psalmist, in which so much diflSculty ap- 
pears: yet these stand not in opposition to 
the consciousness of sin, deepening ever as 
the .heart advances towards holiness. , They 
are uttered from a heiart confident of its 
.own integrity. in the faith^ of its. Iqyc of 
hoUness and tritth. We attempted, in a 
former. Section to describe that pure and 
honest heart with which we. should, pome 
before O;od to the reading of bis word. 
And if we can bring it, we are free to plead 
it. with him.. Humbledi contrite, and self- 
abased as the Christian b in his own eyes^ 
when he lives above the world, walks in 
near .communion with God, and endeavonis 
in conduct and disposition to grow into his 
likeness, there is a testimony of a good 
conscience, a sense of integxjty of purpose 
and honesty of, heart, which, as be received 
it of God, he knows, that God will look 
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upon with approbation ; and against the 
false representations of man, and the accu* 
sations of the evil one, and the stings of 
remaining sin within him, he pleads, hum- 
bly yet confidently pleads, " Jodge me, 
O Lord, according to mine integrity" — ^the 
integHty with which he is determined to 
serve him in the ways of righteousness and 
peace* Vain were the promises of God to 
the upright, if none could own and none 
could |Head them. But, in fact, there is 
a joyful confidence, a holy exultation, the 
Yety opposite to presumption for it is the 
growth of humility, in the cdnsciousness of 
a belier^r before God, which those have 
little idea of whose bosoms are distracted 
With a divided clioice, their integrity every 
laof^ent put to question by some unholy 
t^eym promise. If therefore these sentences 
6i6 upon our lips, as too venturous a chal- 
letfge of omnisdent justice, let us pause and 
fix tb^m upon the memory as something in 
ifte' mystery of godliness which we have yet 
to riearn. Let us bow our heads over them 
'intrftb shame that we cannot utter them ; and 
be$iee<!h that Saviour to whom they pri« 
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narily belong, to plead tftem for us at the 
Father's throne, and oommuniicate to us of 
his own uprightness. 

Know we any Unng of the language of 
the 23d Psalm? It has occurred in our 
reading often — it has been commended to 
our taste by its poetic beauties— -but haVe 
our hearts ever really responded to its lan- 
guage? If they have, we need' not to be 
told that such moments are the happiest of 
6ur existence; and that in the enjoyment of 
Hiem, the bosom, full of holy confidence and 
peace, can find no greater pleasure than ih 
the perusal of words responding to these 
feelings, and meet to give utterance to them 
before God. If they have not— if terrors 
of death, and consciousness of sin, and 
anxious apprehensiveness of this worldV 
rll, form in our bosoms a mournful con- 
trast to this song of confidence— ^o not read 
it, admire it and pass on — mark how happy 
you might be and are not — how secure you 
should be and are not — see what unmeet 
language is ever on your lips, of discontent 
and fearfulness, contrasted with the language 
of one whose Shepherd is the Lord. Well 
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may these heavenly effusions teach us what 
we ought to be« when they fail to reflect our 
feeling as we are. 

It has occurred to many, I belieye, to be 
embarrassed with those passages, such as 
occur in the 7th, 71st, and 118th Psalms, 
which speak of enemies and oppressors, and 
ask defence from the injury intended. And 
especially to the young and happy, who are 
conscious of no injury and know no enemies; 
or, if they do, have learned otherwise than 
to speak of them with imprecation. But 
this embarrassment is removed if we. con- 
sider, as we surely may, that these enemies 
so bitterly spoken of are spiritual enemies — 
the evil spirit that watches to destroy — ^the 
temptations that every where surround us— our 
infirmities, our sins, ourselves — for greater 
enemies have we none, than that self we ido* 
lize. The youngest, alas ! and the most un* 
conscious, are not the least exposed to these 
insidious enemies : and if they have not found 
them, and have not felt the arrows in their 
bosoms and the snares about their feet, it is be- 
cause they know not friends from foes, and ac- 
cept as good the evil that destroys them. But 
view these passages aright, and many ci^ough 

l2 
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are the times when it will suit our condition to 
take the cries of the Psalmist into our lips, 
that our enemies may be confounded and* 
put to confusion 9 and our feet he rescued 
from their snaresw GeBerally, most gene^ 
rally when we hold this language^ we shall 
be pfaying against some detected eril i» 
ourselves-— some hn^it or disposition, perhaps, 
by which we ha^e been redditly led inta 
sin, and exposed to cooBequeat sorrow— *or 
it may be some external oiioumstaaoe of oar 
tondition, ^Mit proves a temptation to us, 
and leads uS in opposition to our better 
wkhes. 

In the Psalms, howevef ^ these ise [i^as^ 
sages innumerable, as in the Wd Psfrim, in 
which destruetioQ is invokked on thewidEed, 
and: their sufferings predicted' in Aeotets at 
triumph. This is foreign to oar feelings, 
trembUng at the punishment we have so 
narrowly escaped, and kK>kiiig with' anxioos 
^ity 4tt thdse who are reserved to the misery 
we are in meroy spared. To explain ^itf 
discrepancy it has been suggested that the 
passages are rather prophetic than impera- 
tive, intimating what diall be to the wicked, 
rather than imploring it. But this does not 
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explain tbe tooe of satiBfactton and triumpb 
whh which Ae vengeance is denounced. 
Again the application of David's language 
to the Saviour has been used to remove the 
difliculty. He^ divine and innocent, had 
a right to invoke vengeance on his oppres- 
sorsy and triumph in the future punishment 
of those who now triumph over his despised 
humanity. But such was not the language 
of the man Jesus when be spake of his per- 
sonal enemies on earthy-^not the swelling 
of his bosom when he wept over the im- 
penitent city that condemned him. It is no 
personal tesentment Uiat he utters-— no wftn- 
ton aivi anntoessary vengeance he invokes 
«^as if he, or kis people who follow him, 
could have pleasure in the death of him 
than dieth. Still there is a sense in which 
the sefvailts of God may, and do desire 
the dertructiott of the wickedi and must 
eventually rejoice in it As the enemies 
of all ite love and long fof^ of Ood and 
man, of holiness and peace, the disturbers 
of his government, the preventers, till their 
Cup of wrath be full, of the Saviour's reign, 
and consequently of th6 consummation of our 
hopes, their utter and final extermination 
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from the earth is our most legitimate and ne- 
cessary desire, and has been always enjoined 
as a part of our potions to the Almighty. 
And doubtless these petitions, repeated here 
so often and with SQ mueh seeming bitterness, 
are against the wicked, not as our enemies* 
but as the enenies of God; uttered in the 
spirit of holiness and justice, not of resent- 
ment ai|d recsimiaajtion. If we<examine the 
expressions, we shall always find them 
coupled with the sufferings occasioned to the 
innocent, or the iasuks offered to .God. While 
we discour^fe any feeling of averseaess to- 
wards these passages^' as if we would be wiser 
and more humane than he who wrote them, 
it may be desirable, when we make use of 
them as our own, to be careful of the cha- 
racter of our feelings towards the wicked, and 
the object we have in invoking vengeance, 
that they be simply in unison with the de- 
clared purpose and holy will of God, un- 
mixed with, any selfish and majigaant feeling. 
This caution observed, there is little reason, 
however much of seemiqg sensibility there 
may be, in shrinking from the use of such 
passages. The destruction of our country's 
foes is considered matter of congratulation— 



we consider it no wrong to pray for the defeat 
of the enemy and tke oppressor of our house. 
Is it the enetkiy of God alone against whom' 
we may desire and invoke iio vengeance ? 

Few things, I belkve, hdMtually gire ibore 
disturbance to our minds than the snccessi 
and prospei'iiy (^ tll6 u«igodly* Its natural 
tetideney is fd shlike our confidence in the 
sovereignty of God, and dlMsoiitent us with 
our choice of'Hifi», wbiFe a]( his- gilts and 
favouts i^r}A to be- 16 his enemies. And 
even in foifetler feeHn^> Ihere id a hofy in* 
dignatio^ in the bosom Against the successes 
of iniqtiity, that if a \e^ cftilpable, is by 
no meaMsi ^' less p&infikl eni^lioii i and, in 
compating" our \^ with oth^ers^ sididtiing dis*^ 
courageikiettt will come into the h^i^ in spite 
of evei'y effort to forbid if. Many of the 
Psalms spefak beatitifttlly to the^ feelings ^ 
when we are uftder the initienee of ih^rm, we 
cannot fitid better m«ddeind thatt in the 87th, 
the 49th, and iJiany tithed. The exquisitely 
drawn comparison betweeii the prosperity of 
the wicked, and the righteous man's adrer* 
sity, their contrasted destiny and its hasten- 
ing termination, are lessons meet for either ; 
but fraught with sweetest consolations to 
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tho«e that wait upon the Lord, Nor do I 
know where better we can turn, at those 
mom^is of hesitatimiy when the yet unstable 
mkid is divided between ^e iDvitations of 
the world and the offers of religion, wish- 
ing to choose well for itself, but overborne 
by the enticements of present pleasure. 

It is remarkable that to a world of sorrow, 
ai|di4o>b,Q8om8 prone to it as the sparks fly 
upiw^dy 4liese songs are dictated full half of 
joy« Was this necessary? Perhaps our 
hearts have never tcddus so. At >« period of 
li£a in which we* have been more cotirersant 
with' joy than soivow, it may never have 
suggested itself to us that we want'the Bible's 
help to express the gladness of ouv hearts* 
and find sympathy for th^r overflow of 
joy. P^aps-^I speak it with some c^er- 
tainty^-^there are days wbeti the hour of 
Scriptiite reading overtakes us in the flush 
of enjoyment, the breast still heaving with 
unsubsidcid pleasure^ or panting for anticipated 
mifth«i The Bible is in our bands, but what 
sbaH^ W9 do ? We would read--^ut these 
strains of mournful import jat* upon ttie ear, 
and the heart's lightness moqks the lip as it 
attempts to sound the deep and solemn tones. 
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Well — Heaven has provided even for this, 
'' Are any glad, let them sing Psalms/' 
Let lis bring cor gladness to the Psalmist's 
paeons of joy, and try if we can find sympa- 
thy between them. Here is mention enough 
of joy. Observe the 92nd Psalm, the lOOth, 
the 103d, the 106th. Earth, air, and seas, 
are called upon to help the song, lest man 
should not sing it loud enough. The heart 
of the royal mourner, so lately broken with 
sorrow^ seems now as if it would break again 
with fulness of gratitude and joy. Whatever 
be the excitation of our spirits at the moment 
of entering on the devotional exercise^ if it be 
of source legitimate, we may expend it in 
praises to Him who is the source, the object, 
.and the sanctifier of our rejoicing. The ruf- 
fled mind will calm itself as it pours its feel- 
ings forth, and find in the exercise itself the 
composure it seems necessary to bring to it. 
If we cannot do this—if the Psalmist's joys 
are. as discordant with our feelings as his 
sorrows-— if God has so little to do with our 
.delights, we hesitate to mix bis. name with 
them, evetK so much as to give him thanks— 
if our timbrel is sounded, and our pleasant 
harp is strung to drown his name, and not to 
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sonmA it; and Che very aulgects of the 
Psalmist's gladness would sbame our past, 
(Mr cloud our coiaiug pleasure— ^aud as we try 
to read, there is B^ore dissoaance in it than 
.even mi^t be in bis strains of angukh— 
What aie we to think of it? These were the 
Savioui^ Joys— p4lie only ones his humanity 
ever lasted. The^e were the royal poet's 
pleewrea— ^he only ones he has expressed. 
Nay# this holy book has no word of sympar 
thy throngkottt (of any otfier. Other rejoicing 
it has named indoedi but not in jterois that 
will|(ttit^Mir prcAent f^seQag. What ace me 
jbo do? Musi )W^ plose 4he book, confess 
there is no unison between it and ms, and 
wait a 4tle.r sea^pn ? I would advise rather, 
.that we unclose our bgsoms by the side of it.; 
and befell God, and before our unstifled toa- 
sciencejfexainiae and ccwinpare them, and find 
wherein they diSer. The source of David^e 
joy w.a0 the memoiy of God's benefits^-rin 
oiir8!,:perhaps, he was foi;gQtten. The subject 
of Pavjid'3 gladnepp wns his,de3ivefaaoe fron 
ailH-MMua peijhaps was ;the indulgence of .it. 
I]|a^id-8 haty played lor victory, whese w« 
have fought aroai^ the vanquished. I ca»» 
not tmce the comparison through— -at -the 
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ibesti perhaps, wbile ia all the Psalmst'^ 
pleasures G^od was a parity iaod Us nan^^ wa3 
praisedy in ours -he wa^ neglected and uar- 
thanked. The waiU of hmuoQUf kvo-woadiory 
but abo is it BO light matter. Tcafoeit to4lie 
.fiousoe. As you lead^ oonsider, 9ad i» ooo- 
«idmDgi pray. In doiogi so the aiiiid may 
l^eoome sarioiia; it mwy eiven .bee«me ^; 
Jbut-the paBsii\g«adiiBas will tend t» hoigfatfii 
and to putfy its iuture jayB> l^ briiigttiig 
thaw iat9 assimil^troa widi ^ joy# lof 
Hestven^ foretasted upon ^ffth* 

And ^aSK I seem ^let to faa^^e oonipiiiied 
balf my subjeot; I baye not attuded to thie 
coQitompbiAian of ^seaJtive po<nrer^ «s exhibited 
in the 104th Fsf^m, so suited to our reasons 
of tranqvil enjoyment : to the picture of God's 
dealings with the Israelites, as contained in 
the 106^1 and 107thy so exact a recital of his 
workhigs in the heart, and our own perrerse 
retmns: nor to those more decidedly pro- 
phetic, vAxick will indeed be iacblded in our 
future mention of the Prophetic Scriptuies. 
I caut onjy . leaye "vi^iat I haye.aaid a8< un- 
finished^ and almost disconnected sugges- 
tions. If the limits of my plan admitted, I 
might ascribe to every Psalm its peculiar 

M 
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purposes, and the frame of mind to which it 
seems most suitable; and to every frame 
have commended some passages in particular. 
But this exceeds my present design. I only 
drop the suggestion , and pass on. Let every 
one for themselves make the choice that seems 
best for the heart at the moment of devotion ; 
and for themselves discover and apply what 
the chosen portion may contain. Be they as- 
sured they have an interest in all. If there 
is any thing that owns no sympathy with 
them nor they with it, let them mark it as 
something yet to be attained — ^if there is any 
thing that revolts and offends them, let them 
mark it as something on which they and God 
are not agreed. 
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SECTION THE NINTH. 



The Reading of the Prophetic Scriptures. 



A VERY large proportion of the volume of 
Scripture is decidedly prophetic. We can- 
not peruse any of the pages of this holy 
book, without perceiving it is the writing of 
one to whom the past and present are the 
same, to-day as yesterday, and to-morrow as 
to-day. Whatever be the immediate subject 
of the narrative, the principal group, as it 
might be, of the drawing, all eternity is in 
the back-ground — the eternal past and. the 
eternal future — and our attention is per- 
petually called to objects that more or less 
distinctly occupy the distance. To us more 
or less distinctly ; not to Him who drew 
them. W~e are in the habit of speaking of 
things future as uncertain and contingent, 
depending upon something as uncertain as 
themselves. But this is the language of our 
weakness, itself the origin of all uncertainty. 
In reality, there is none. To the eye of 
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Omniscience on one side lies the past, with 
all its connexion of events, the motives that 
led to them, and the consequences that re- 
sulted from, them ; as in a map the towus 
and cities, with the roads and cross-roads 
that connect them—- -and on the other side lies 
the future, consequences still connected with 
events, and events resulting from intentions, 
yet all as well defined and certain, and like 
the map as well, as that which is already 
lapsed and gone. This appears in every 
part of the Holy Scripture, and distinguishes 
it from all other writings. When the in- 
spired historian tells his story of th6 days 
gone by, the wars and legidations of other 
ages, he passes from them in a moment to 
those that are to come, and thence to them 
back again, as if all were but one picture to 
his eye. When the inspired moralist pre- 
sents his picture of humanity in its existent 
state, he gives with it the issue of all that he 
pourtrays, its first origin and ultimate result. 
And what a stamp of divinity is there thence 
upon it. It is only the stupidity of habit 
that prevents our perceiving the attributes of 
Deity, as it were, present with us while we 
read, and being deeply conscious it is God, 
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not maoy that speaks to us in these hallowed 
pages. 

In treating of the Prophetic Scriptures,, 
therefore, I am not alluding exclusively, or 
in particular, to those books we call the 
Prophets* In them, much that was once 
prophetic is now historical ; and that which 
was warning or promise to those to whom it 
was addressed, stands now as a narrative, 
preserved for. our example. Such were the 
prophecies of Daniel that immediately con- 
cerned Nebuchadnezzar — ^the promises of 
Jeremiah for the first restoration of Jeru- 
salem, and the chastisement of her enemies — 
and all those messages of heaven, delivered 
by the prophets, or men of God as they were 
called, when they left the deserts in which 
they dwelt, to make known in the camp or 
at the court the will of the Almighty. Of 
such Scriptures as these I have already 
9poken, as included in the narrative parts 
of the Bible. Beautiful assurances are they, 
that what is still prophetic is no more uncer- 
tain, than that which at the time it was 
spoken seemed no less so— now explained, 
and verified, and made, in our language, 
sure — in fact, no surer than it was at first. 

M 2 
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Exclusively of the prophets, so by dis- 
tinction called, every part of the Bible con- 
tains prophetic scripture. The Apocalypse 
almost ^oUy — the Psalms to a very great 
extent— the Books of Moses by detached 
passages in almost every part— tiie Oospeh 
and Epistles occasionally and brieiy. To all 
sach portions of Scripture, bearing refereocv 
to the world's futurity, the observations I 
make oif the subject will apply* 

If my previous remarks are just, it will 
immediately appear how wrong is the BotioD 
assumed by some, that the prophetic parts 
of the Bible are in themselves vague, iigura«- 
five, uncertain, and obscure, calculated not 
to elflighlen, but mislead— meaning of course 
soihethfilig, but of nothing intelligible— con^ 
sequetitly rather dangerous than desirable for 
our perusal* The world has seen, neverthe- 
less; a great portioix of the prophecies fnl* 
filled ; and these hkvt proved neither vagiie» 
nor figurative, nor obscure : but so clear, oa 
the contrary, and so literal, we consider the 
Jew Without excuse, who could not recog* 
nize in Jesus his foretold Messiah, and ia 
the armies that compassed Jerusalem the 
predicted avengers of iniquity. And ob« 
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serve, whatever difference is between tbe 
past and future prophecy, is in us, and not 
in it. Whcfre, otherwise, shall we ^x the 
moment at which that which was literal be- 
came figurative, vague, and indefinite? 
HAve we never sailed npon the waters, and 
looking behind us, seen tbe waves bright and 
glittering in the sunshine; and before us, 
and seen them veiled in the deep grey of 
evening? Did we think the sunshine ter- 
minated exactly where we stood ? It seemed 
80 ; but when we had gone farther it seemed 
80 still ; and still the same as we proceeded 
onward. 

Such is our position in the course of divine 
revelation. Aa it passes, it becomes clear 
-and simple to the plainest understandings* 
that which is to come is only obscure, be- 
cause our vision receives not the light that 
is up<m it. And by the manner of its past 
fulfilment we may best judge of the manner 
of fulfilment to be expected for what remains. 
Has it ever occurred to us to suppose the 
Jew was misemployed who studied the pro- 
phecy of his country's doom, and read from 
day to day the mysterious prognostics of his 
expected king— that such study wpuld mis- 
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lead him, and be to him rather dangerous 
than desirable? The falseness of such a 
supposition is instantly apparent. And yet 
there is no difference in the case. The Jew 
of ancient days could have no more to do 
with what has since elapsed, than we with 
what is still future ; nor had he any brighter 
lamp to study it by. He stood in the same 
position, with respect to the first coming of 
the Messiah, as we with respect to his re- 
turning; and might with exactly the same 
plea iiaye put his book aside, and treated the 
prophetic pages as vague, figurative, and 
unimportant. It is probable that the greater 
number did so; and having forgotten or re- 
mained ignorant of their contents^ failed to 
recognise in Jesus when he came the cha- 
racters of their predicted king. Some few 
we know did otherwise; and by the study 
of prophetic Scripture, prepared themselves 
to know and welcome Messiah when he ap- 
peared. 

But while I repel the idea that there is 
any part of the Bible which is not written 
for our learning, which is no concern of ours, 
and may with impunity be put aside, I am 
not going to recommend what is commonly 
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lead him, and be to him rather dangerous 
than desirable? The falseness of such a 
supposition is instantly apparent. And yet 
there is no difference in the case. The Jew 
of ancient days could have no more to do 
with what has since elapsed, than we with 
what is still future ; nor had he any brighter 
lamp to study it by. He stood in the same 
position, with respect to the first coming of 
the Messiah, as we with respect to his re* 
turning; and might with exactly the same 
plea haye put his book aside, and treated the 
prophetic pages as vague, figurative, and 
unimportant. It is probable that the greater 
number did so; and having forgotten or re- 
mained ignorant of their contents^ failed to 
recognize, in Jesus when he came the cha- 
racters of their predicted king. Some few 
we know did otherwise; and by the study 
of prophetic Scripture, prepared themselves 
to know and welcome Messiah when he ap- 
peared. 

But while I repel the idea that there is 
any part of the Bible which is not written 
for our learning, which is no concern of ours, 
and may with impunity be put aside, I am 
not going to recommend what b commonly 
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called the study of [Mrophecy as a part of 
our devotional reading. There are other 
times : at these I recommend no study but of 
our personal iaterest ia the text befoiie us, 
aad of that text as affecting our personal 
religion. It 19 well for us, at other times, 
to hear what those have to say, and read 
whai those harre written, who have given 
tiiemselves t6 this study— to compare their 
words with the words of Scripture, and, 
however new and startling they may seem, 
with humbleness and teachableness of spirit 
to ask of heaven to be enlightened on a 
svbject in which we are so deeply inte- 
rested. Though if any will present to us 
the darkness of their interpretation, as a 
safer light to walk by than the ckar day of 
revelation already manifest and verified, and 
entertain us with erudite constructiowi and 
prophetic lore, in preference to the plain 
words of faith and holiness, I believe we 
had better not take them for our guides. 
And if deep research, and critical conjec- 
ture, and curious inquiry upon these matters 
will intrude itself upon our seasons of de* 
votion, I believe we had better bid them 
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away, and find a fitter season to give them 
entertainment. 

By these suggestions I do not exclude the 
prophetic parts of the Bible from our daily 
exercise. That were to close up a treasure 
inestimable and ^xhaustless ; as applicable to 
ouiselveg^ aod our personcri interests, neces- 
sities and feelings, as any part . of the Scrip- 
tures whatever. . In applying the words of 
these books to the spiritunl Israel^ the spirit- 
tuai Jerusalem, their iiEst application to God's 
chosen people, the Jew$» baa by ^ome been 
lost sight, of ; and to recover it, they have by 
others been so forcibly taken back again, as 
to deprive the child of God, by the redemption 
of Jesus' blood, of his richest store of truth 
and oonsolation. But neither was necessary. 
The separation of Abraham and his seed from 
the generations of men to serve the one true 
God, to live under his immediate guidance, 
while to all beside he was unknown, and to 
be called his peculiar people, chosen and be* 
loved, while to all beside he was a vengeful 
enemy— thi0 pecJuUar . and extraordinary 
separation was but an emblem from £rst to 
last, of the people since purchased by th^ 
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Redeemer's blood, reclaimed from sin, and 
separated from a world lying in wickedness, 
to be the adopted children of 6od» to be 
governed by his laws, led by his Spirit, and 
protected by his power. The analogy has in 
all things been preserved. However literally 
every promise or warning may apply to the 
temporal affairs of the Jewish people, and 
however far they will be in the ftiture, as 
they have been in the past, literally fulfilled 
to them, they are thence the more, not the 
less certainly applicable, in a spiritudl sense, 
to the church of God in Christ, and personally 
to every individual child of God who is a 
member of it. Whatever is true of the for- 
mer, is true of the latter^whatever is addres- 
sed to the former, is addressed to the latter 
also— whatever is theirs is ours, of blessing or 
of promise. 

To illustrate my meaning, I will make use 
of the 35th chapter of Isaiah. It has been 
for many ages the song with which the afflict- 
ed has beguiled the hours of his affliction, 
the weary pilgrim's chant in all his passage 
through the desert world. The wilderness of 
the first verse, so sad and solitary, has seem- 
ed to be his own bosom, and the world over 
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whose pronufle its blighting bas extended. 
The message of eneouragemeDt in the fourth 
Terse has seemed addressed to him in hishoufs 
of fearfulnessy trial and oppression. The suc- 
ceeding promises were a stay amid the stii1>« 
bom insensibility of men and the corrnption of 
the abandoned earth. The eighth Tenseseemed 
to describe the way of salvation, made plain 
to the simple in the pure gospel light ; und 
the concluding one, that eternity of unbroken 
i>lisSy which awaits the redeemed in the man- 
sions of glory. But some will say this <$hap« 
ter has another meaning. The scditary desert 
is that land «nce flowing with milk and honey, 
parched now and thirsty, the habitation of the 
<lragon, bringing forth weeds and rushes : the 
LelMnoa^ the Carmel, and the Aharon, are 
ihe fdaoes iiteratiy so named : the pronmes 
are to the scattered, helpless and oppvee$ed» 
to the yet blind and stubborn people of the 
house of Israel : the highway and the way 
-Aali be made hereafter for their letom te 
Palestine, and the eongs of eveiiastHig joy 
fbe mng on die heights of :Zion. J he M eiy e 
ihey 4ay true. But this need ^nakt tio dMbv- 
•enoedujourdeiratienalttaeof Ae^thaplMr. It 
-means imt the trnme 4wrtainly what it mteant 
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jbefofcu If W6 forget this latter appliotlioB 
^togetiier^ I am peniNukd we do no wrongs 
in takung to our bosoms, lis the chosen of Ood 
in Christ, the consolations and proanises k 
iKmtains. If wne lemember it, I am per- 
suaded that by restpiing it to the chosen of 
€rod in Abnham, we need sot be disposses*- 
ped and depoved of tiiiem. Tlunt fint tem- 
poral electioB and separation was 4he •^i^lem 
of the spiritual; and the erents and eiveoa- 
fstanees whidi so Biiraottlously pumued those 
who wese-Ae subject of it in dieir temporal 
«&im, hare their ezac^ analogy in the 
q[»iritaal iconduct of those who belong^ the 
dectien and sepwation n Jesos Clnrist* We 
^nve but to trace their history tfasoiigh, oom« 
.paring it widi whaiwte know of oth^s and 
oansabres in sjMritaal things, to perceire the 
ualagy entire^ jaad by the past may be in- 
istroeted -of the future. If >our minds have 
been ocoi^ed with the eonstiMction of these 
Scriptures, and unsatisfied leqMCting 4heir 
just appUsation, I^o«ot say it is 4tf •no oon- 
eequenee to ilmemh^^mH ^trulk 3a of eonse- 
i^nenoo 1 1 osid iktmewB mudi too pseud tfbr mui 
to say that <wb«t God hm wiitten is not ne* 
.eessary to be studied or e«f{uired about* Bat 

N 
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to our devotion it is of no consequence ; and 
to our personal application of the prophetic 
promises and threats it is of no consequence. 
If our hearts are wariaed and exalted by the 
interpretation we have cecelvedy it is well — 
let it be present with us, and be used to that 
purpose. But if ail we .feel abou^ it is a yet 
unsatisfied curiosity, it will but interrupt our 
devotion to entertain the subject-^let us re- 
serve it for our hours of study rather, aud for 
this time take the Bible as we have received 
it, and fully understand it. There is indeed 
enough. If I have chosen the last chapter 
of the Revelation for my devotional reading, 
and I find in the first five verses a descriptioii 
of that place where the just shall reign for 
ever— which all that is most lovely and most 
pleasing to our senses is made use of to em- 
bellish — where the curse that has blighted our 
poor world is no more to be found-— of which 
the greatest charm of all is that the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it— -while my 
heart throbs with the anticipation of expect- 
ed bliss, and grows careless for the trifles of 
this departing world, and rises in adoration 
of that Being whose face I am to see, and in 
whose desired presence I am about to dwell. 
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1 need not recall mj' heaven-gone thoughts, 

and check ray anticipating joy, and withhold 

nay strains of adoration, to determine where 

that blessed abode shall be. Or if in the 

10th and lltb' terses I read' that the time 

is at hand — that H« corned qm<2kiy — and 

that at his coming, all must be determined to 

good or ill for ever, and to every man be 

given the portion he has chosen**— while my 

awed spirit returns upon itself to ask if it 

is ready, I need not stay the examination till 

'I have satisfied myself if it sh^l be in ten 

'yiears, 6t m fifty, or in five hundred. He 

that testifieth of these things saith, surely I 

come quickly — and if my bosom breathes 

'the prompt Amen, it will be too full of its 

^desires, and of the- gladness of these tidings, 

to go to Criticism and controversy upon the 

manner of his appearing. As much as we 

do know by previous study, it is good to bear 

' in mind — it may increase our feeling by plac- 

Irig s6hiething more definite before us — the 

more we know of what God has revealed, 

the more we shall value and enjoy his word 

^fet "US despise not knowledge, for it is one 

bf the- dbjects we come to the Scripture in 

search of. 'But fbr our devotion we know 
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enough, be it in faith and- simplicity ever so 
little ; and this is not the time to enquire for 
more, unless by an aspiration to heaven to 
give it when it is necessary. Now is the 
time to make use of what I know, and ap- 
propriate what I understand. The prophetie 
Scriptures are good for me in sadness, for they 
are full oF encouragement — ^in doubt, for they 
are full of promise — in carelessness, for they 
are full of warning — in contrition, for they 
are full of mercy — nay, they are good for me 
in every case, for they are full of Jesus. 



SECTION THE TENTH. 



7%e Reading of the GosipeU. 

. Tub first read, the first familiar part of 
Scripture to most of us, I suppose, is the 
Gospels. They form the earliest lessons of 
infancy, and in education are selected as the 
fittest for our years and understanding. Bei* 
sides that they contain the ground*work of 
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bur faith y and are thence the fittest to be 
taught us first/ they seem to be the easiest to 
comprehend, the soonest compassed — they 
are a simple narrative of facts, and collection 
Qf plain precepts — they seem to present no 
subject of difficulty or disputation — they seem 
to contain no doctrine to cavil over, or dark- 
ness to err in. They M^ho presume to mistrust 
some parts of Scripture, affect to value these, 
and dispense them freely to their children and 
others, and use them freely for themselves. 
They do well. . Would that they indeed 
were valued in proportion as they are thus 
ostensibly preferred. The Gospels thus be- 
come the first and most familiar portion of 
the Scripture— fully known, and, as it ap- 
pears, understood, while much of the holy 
book remains yet unstudied and obscure. 

Perhaps this early familiarity is in part 
the reason, that when we begin to think more 
deeply of religion and search the Scripture 
more seriously, the Gospels ofier less frequent 
attraction than some other parts. We think 
we know them. They contain indeed the 
groundwork and first principles of our faith, 
the transaction on which all is founded ; but 
these we think we have learned. The nar- 

N2 
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rative is beautiful indeed and important^ off 
our Saviour's sufferings but it b to us ao 
oft-told tale — we think we have mastered it 
thoroughly. Our excited curiosity must haye 
something newer — our increased appetite de^ 
mands something stronger— the more explicit 
doctrines of the Epistles, the deeper myste* 
ries of the prophets, the stronger feelings of 
the Psalmist, have become more attractive 
to us. We desire to enlighten our under* 
standing and exercise our intellect, to elear 
our confused perceptions, to satisfy our 
doubts, and confirm our vacillatiBg princi- 
ples. The food of our infancy, wholesome 
and good, seems yet too plain tind simple for 
our years; and we leave the GUnipel narrative, 
not entirely, but in habitual prefeiencd^ for 
the less familiar parts of Scriptim. God has 
provided for these feelings, and therefbrtt can- 
not be supposed to disapprove tfaem* Had 
the Gospels been all that was desirable, more 
had not been written. Had. they been all 
his people should study, or delight in, or re- 
quire, they had assuredly been the whole of 
revelation. There is a stage in our christian 
course when the doctrinal parts of Scripture 
are as needful as they are attractive to us. 



and whea it would be unwise to blame or 
to restrain the preference. Our understand- 
ing does really need to be enlightened , our 
perceptions to be cleared^ and our weak and 
vacillating faith to be confirmed by the study 
of other Scriptures. 

Bui shall I be mistak<«i if I say» that 
when this is done» WQ shall end where we 
began# and come back whither we set out— 
that the gospel narrative contains the last 
lesson as well as the first, the perfecting as 
well as the beginning of our faith ? Yes, I 
am persuaded there v» a time in our christiai) 
progress^ and th^ no undesirable one, in 
which t4he (Sosipela become again our fa- 
vourite reading'^-'the very resting-place of 
our delighti whence we ejKCUJse with pleasure 
into the other 8crip|;ureS| but return, to these 
as hefiand sweetest qi them all* An4 it is 
when tbe mind has soug)it out ^and been 
satisfi^d Qf tJUe way of 8alvation-<*when the 
doctcinns of the Gospel are understood, and 
the spirit of disputation is put to silence. 
When the soul to its own consciousness is 
saved, has repented, has believed, has obey- 
ed, and been accepted ; and, with the sen- 
tence of acquittal thus sealed, and the gates 



140 THE SCRIPTURE 

of hell thus closed, and ultimate triumph 
made sure iu the Redeemer's pledge, there 
remains only to desire and pursue that other 
part of salvation, the obedience of faith, the 
elevation of the soul from this base world, 
the sanctification of the heart under the 
Holy Spirit's influence, and the restoration 
of the image of Christ in the bosom of hu- 
manity. ** Since these things are so" — it is 
as if the soul thus communed with itself — 
** Since I am redeemed from misery and sio, 
and assigned to bliss and holiness — since 
«Tesus has made sure my inheritance for me, 
and I have no more to do but to take pos- 
session — what manner of person ought I to 
be ? How am I to walk in simplicity before 
God, as becomes my nobler destiny ? Which 
is the directest path to that possession of 
holiness and peace ? How shall I commend 
-myself to Him who so has loved me, and 
conform myself to the likeness to which he 
has redeemed me ? ' Then shall I be satis- 
fied when I awake after his likeness.' " The 
question, what shall I do to be saved ? has 
been answered ; and now the enquiry is, 
what shall I do who am saved ? There is 
i)0 answer to this, but in the example and 
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the character of Hiia we are to follow and 
resemble. If the ultimate object of satisfao- 
tioa is to be like him as he is, the way to it 
is to endeavour to be like him as he was, 
when he wore our nature and walked our 
sublunary path. 

This subject of study, the hbtory of 
Christ's humanity, is cootaixted in the Gos- 
pels. Other Scriptures tell u& why he came, 
whither he is gone» and the eternal issues of 
his work. These tell us. what he did when 
he was here. In the preceding books, be is 
the promised Messiah, the prophetic King» 
Creator and God eternal — in the subsequefi)t 
ones, he is the conqueror of death and hell^ 
the Redeemer of his people, the Judge of all 
the earth. In these he is the man Christ 
Jestt»-HBubject to like passions with our* 
selves, walking in our streets, sitting at our 
tables, occupied with our duties, and engaged 
in the <»dinary intercourse of human life. 
The Gospels are no longer, to the mind thus 
tuned, the soon-compassed and soon->fathome4 
tale that became their childish understanding, 
and was exhausted and familiarised before 
their riper years. It is the deepest and the 
hardest lesson of the whole, and remains to 
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be learned when all beside is compassed. 
It is no more the simple fare on which the 
hungry only feed. It is the feast to which 
the appetite returns, when it has taken to 
fulness of all that is offered it elsewhere. It 
is that of which our immortality M^ill be the 
never-ended study, the everlasting comment 
-^the life and charactet of Jesus. 

I do not know what assistance I can offer 
for the perusal of the Gospels, or how to 
speak of the frame of mind in which fhey 
are most desirable. They are as a beautiful 
picture of our best beloved, which we hang 
up in our chamber, that we may' see it 
always. We choose for it th6 m6st con- 
spicuous place, and we seat ourselv^es sb" that 
we may see it best. We do not want to be 
told when to look at it, O ! we know that 
well enough — our eyes are reverting ' to it 
ever. In hours of occupation the 'hasty 
glance — in times of leisure the silent medi- 
tation. Every line and shadow we 'have 
examined, and yet are not satisfied with 
looking, and every day find somd ' new 
beauty in it. No ' occasion comes at tiny 
time, when the sight of it is unwelcome or 
indifferent to us. But there is another 
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thing we might do. We might wish to 
make a copy of this picture. Then our 
study of it would become more arduous and 
intense. We should sit hour after hour before 
it, our attention minutely fixed upon its traits. 
Our casual pleasure would be changed into 
an anxious occupation. We should seek 
occasion to pursue it, and return again and 
again unwearied to the perfecting of our 
task. The frequency then of our returns 
would be proportioned to the difficulty of 
the undertaking, and our eagerness to ac- 
complish it. 

It would be impossible, I think, to define 
any state of mind, for which some part of 
the Gospels will not be suitable and appro- 
..priate reading. Amid the crosses and con- 
tumely of an unrighteous world, what so 
reconciling as to read how He fared in it 
whom we aspirie to follow ? Amid its flat- 
teries and its mirth, what so required a 
caution^ as to read that it had no flatteries 
and no ..mirth for him ? In the depression 
of repented sin, where find better consola- 
tion than in that act in which sin was made 
nn end of-? And in its presumptuous care- 
lessness, where a warning so tremendous a^ 
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la (be judgawDt that once fell od it? If 
ever we doubt <if Ibe power of God, or of 
the will of Ood to save us, where can we 
go to be re-aflsuredy so wdl as in these 
treasured pages 7 If «t any tune the nys- 
terious character of &e Deity, and his gveat- 
neM, and h» distance, and his natereineonH 
prehensiUe, appal as and diseonvage <nir 
approach, here may we find him in aU his 
<5lmraoten manifest:; no longer Ingh, no 
longer distant, my^rieas, incomprehensible; 
hunt lirovght down to the limit cf oar per- 
ceptions; placed as it were within the mn- 
hmoe of our affectioas in the •characters of 
ttiaidiood. A tiuxnaad things more I might 
partsBulsf ise. I hare already said there is 
« tkne when oxat own conduct and oiiaiSMAer, 
enr life and «en««fsalion, beeome the ■■!>• 
jeots of deqpest 'interest to us, and ocenpj 
«^^ry ilaffge portion 4ii oar ansiety. 13wie 
Is not a day-passes m whseh we aie notdis- 
ttvessed % oar udlifaeness to Mm we hmB, 
andxiar^innNetness for the«tats to which wm 
Bie pMfemd. Ddtermioed to «boese die 
Wtty tft pesioe 4uid faeliiiess^ me yet canool 
#nd it; we totn^iitlMir and thither, ^ ererf 
ikxBft follow after «mry1)edy, and yot «o» 
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thiftg bfinigs^ US right. Fof tins I bare paiu 
tiealatly eottiHeiid«d the study of the Oos* 
pek, nM eontsrkfitig ^ life afid character of 
Jesus Christ^ 

Do you' say yon have no power to copy 
whftt 3^u fiM^ T You want the diviue power 
of UsMMty/ ^e siakss perfection of his 
bumatfiiy; There is no analogy in the case, 
t» ««it H'lo» your purpose. If wis were to 
set yon 'down before a fitiished portrait, and 
bid y«iu tutke the' ttiveneds with paper and 
cMiytMi, font tlA^M say you <iould not — you 
hm^'IM nUAertali^for the work— you have 
iteMMt l^6lo*r"nor c^anTas, nor any thing 
whef^lrilh tb' ^ about k. Sut couM you 
ncfi'^^ J^ghtycm not iloco^y H; thait though 
the *m^uA%(f delodrfnf should fiot be there, 
thU diiiih«diwc»ltiiianFShip should not bethere, 
aA^'tlle^flidstitliabte'falne could not be- trans-* 
fim4^, H^ should^ still be %o !Hce/ tliJat every 
cue should iM(y it wttis the sttm^ ? 

' If f* #ln% 16 particwl^Hze in what the 
dkMMtof' bP^^mm e«ti he tie tmM. oir 
wbkh^lo Ibriif ocfr OWif, I' migfiH; issy, among 
xnkimr^in^ In fh^ tdne of hln conversation 
-*^f the > empU^men% 6f his time — iii the 
ckjiftm fcf wfaidh h« lived — ^in the tesiper of 
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mind in which he pursued them— -his manner 
of receiving the ordinary occurrences of life, 
and the use he made of them — his manner 
of feeling for and dealing with the beings 
around him. These are general features-* 
they include though they may not designate 
the minuter touches-— they are an outline 
sketchy but they form the likeness — and they 
may be copied by all those in whom the- 
sq[)irit of Jesus dwells. 

For example. I have my time, a part of 
it or the whole^ at my disposal — I am not 
in a condition that requires manual or mental 
labour for life's necessities, and the claims 
of domestic duty are lighUy answered. I 
am SO far of the mind of Christ that I would, 
if I knew how, dispose of it according to 
my Father's will. Well then, how did he 
dispose of his ? He spent little, if any, sel« 
fishly. It b emphatically said of him, that 
he went about doing good. If he went 
apart to pray, he came back to communicate 
-*«-if he retired to the wilderness for a season, 
he returned to the active charities of life. 
He did not wait till suffering and sonow 
sought him out, or keep his righteous counsel 
till contrition asked for it. It was his con* 
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stant occupation to distribute what he had, 
and spend for the promotion of God's glory, 
and the alleviation of the condition of hu^ 
inanity, the boundless powers committed to 
him. Is it because mine are less that I 
cannot do so too ? 

Sometimes T am troubled about my gene- 
ral conversation, in my family, among my 
friends, and with strangers. I find it is very 
frivolous, very useless, often very mischie- 
vous. I am so much disgusted at times 
with the intercourse of society, I could re- 
solve to seal my lips in silence. I know 
not how to mend my conversation — I am not 
sure that I know what it should be— Scrip- 
ture speaks of having our conversation in 
heaven — but what may that mean ? Then 
is there not this feature to be traced in my 
divine example ? I will open the page and 
see. Jesus spake with his friends — Jesus 
spake with strangers — he sate in conversa- 
tion at the tables of conviviality^-he walked 
with his companions in the streets, observing 
on all around him. It may be remarked 
that of all that is transmitted to us of the 
Saviour's words, very little indeed was 
delivered on grave occasions and in set 
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,4i8C0UDse. Nearly the vifh^h is utjtered in 
what we slioiujd qaU jcotpmoa conversation, 
j^eAled (ot^ by o^ciirreoiQ^ and by sur- 
roQnding objects. I lOf^y go through tba 
whole. I may trace the motives from which 
he acted and his ends, \yh^^ be defiaits 
icom the city, he telU me why* Wbea he 
^es up to the feast I 9m informed what he 
goes to do. The motiva9 ithat actuate bim 
.are perpetually laid open to my iscrutuiy^ as 
if on purpoiie to compajre them with my own. 
If I do not find self ip any^ and I find God 
in aUy need I remain at a loss to know what 
stroke of the copyist's pencil will here pro^ 
duce a likeness ? 

And then X may find out as well the tem- 
per and spirit in which he did what he wae 
tasked to do. It may have been my misery 
that even the good I do has been done 
amis^y and only evil come of it, I have 
copied bin^ in the purpose, and in the act, 
and yet the drawing is not like. Bring it 
then and compare it with his wisdom, with 
bis discretion, with his gentleness, with hi^ 
long forbearance, his humility, his und^ 
viating simplicity and truth. And then the 
casualties of life— its luxuries and privations 
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-^its kindnesses and wi^ongs—* the good and 
the evil of its providentiai course. These 
befel him, although he was its Lord. Jesus 
was no deity in this, beyond the reach of 
human destiny to pleasure or to pain him. 
Perhaps his feelings were as much more 
acute than mine as his nature was more 
exalted — ^in nothing were they less. Then 
if I would learn how to meet what befals 
me, and what use to make of it, and with 
what mind to view it, 1 may be amply 
taught by his example. And with my treat- 
ment of my fellow-creatures and my general 
tone of feeling towards them, it is the same. 
There is no secrecy of Jesus' mind. His 
holy indignation and intolerance of sin, 
while he stood the friend of the sinner ever, 
his tender and affectionate intercourse with 
those he loved, while yet he gave no counte- 
nance to their wrong, nor turned aside his 
foot to conciliate their favour — his indepen- 
dent elevation above the opinions or the 
ways of men, while yet he shared the mi« 
nutest of their interests — O it is not difficult 
to see what others were to Jesus and what 
he was to them. 

What is therei theuj of all the conduct of 

o2 
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imjpao life, to wkkta I find m parallel in 
his-^for a §;ttid^ in wbicb I should search 
these Gospels in vain? They lell me for 
vhat Jfstts prayed, fpr what he wefit, for 
what he wiahed-^for what he asked his Far- 
ther, and for what be thanked him. They 
tell me when be i^ke and when he kept 
silence, and all the purport of his words* 
They tell me where he paid deference to 
the eitablisbed rnles of society, and wbere 
be trampled on then) as anboly and despised. 
Thpy tell me in what he lilted his head 
above the diiitiootioiis and the pride of life, 
and acomed ita proudest and ita greatestr-**ui 
what he b^wed U, lower than the lowliest, 
and became the humblest and the meanest 
of it3 little (mes, I believe they tell me all 
that I have need to know ; a perfect modal 
90 whi^b to form my oharaclen How often, 
jfcberefore, I return to the study of this por^ 
trait, and cboop^ these chapters for my dev<^ 
tiopal exerciae, must be determhiad by dM 
degree of my anxiety to advance the work 
of imitati<Hi, and forward that task the Spi«> 
rit 9f God has undertaken, to restore to 
my polluted bosom the puM and perfect 
image of my God. And this anxiety will 
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be proportioned to my baJbred of sin and 
its misf:riefl« my love of holiness and its 
delights* I believe they will all be pro* 
portioned to my love of Jesus and my 
desire for heaven. For what is heaven but 
the consummation of this task of recovery 
frpm the baseness and vileness of fallen na« 
ture, to the restored likeness of God ? What 
know I of heaven more than that it is to be 
ppre as he is pure, and holy as he is holy 
«*-to be with him and to be like him ? 

Before T leave the consideration of the 
Gospels, there is something it may be well 
t^ say to those who are m no considerable 
anxiety about their life and conversation. 
The world makes no great complaint of 
them, and they feel no habitual dissatisfac*- 
tion with themselves: and with respect to 
the perusal of the Gospels, it takes its turn, 
but has no particular interest, because it has 
been so long familiar; they know it almost 
by hear^-^it offers nothing new, and they 
find more benefit from other Scriptures. I 
would advise them how to find something 
new in it; and commend it to them for a 
purpose it has never answered to them yet. 
In their next hours of devotional reading, I 
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would recommend them to select some chap- 
ters of St. Matthew or the other Evangelists, 
that speak of the life and character of our 
Lord, and employ them for the purpose of 
self-examination, to compare with his life 
that life with which they are so satisfied — 
with his character that character which gives 
them so little uneasiness— -and with his con- 
duct and conversation, motives, ends, and 
aims in all his intercourse with earth, that 
spirit and deportment of which in themselves 
the world complains not. If there he any 
resemblence, well — ^the examination will help 
them to encourage and increase it. If there 
be in all an entire contrast, what is to be 
thought of it ? ** If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his.'' ** His 
ye are, whose likeness ye bear.'* " If ye 
have borne the image of the earthly, ye must 
also bear the image of the heavenly." Ye 
were redeemed, if indeed you be redeemed 
at all, ** to be conformed to his likeness/' 
May it be that the work of salvation is not 
begun in you ? 
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SECTION THE ELEVENTH. 
7%6 Reading of the Episties, 



Ths Ej^tlef are in some respects distinct 
and diffevent from eyary odi^ portion of holy 
writ. They were composed after the scheme 
of sdvatioB hsd been consummated. The 
coming of the Messiah had fulfilled the 
earlier prophecies* Jesus had lived for 
man's example, and died for mim's redemp* 
tion. His resurrection and ascenston into 
heaven had witnessed to his divinity ; and 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter whom he 
proraisied, had been received, to verify his 
words, and reveal whatever of his truth he 
bad left in obscurity. Further, these Scrip- 
tures were written after the experiment of 
ChriBtianity. if we may so express ouwelvea. 
had been made ; after it had tried the soil 
on which it was implanted and was in future 
to grow, and man had tried the character 
and the fruits of the newly-scattered seed. 
Already had the Saviour's predictions been 
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amply verified; the enmity and hatred of 
the world, the opposition of sin and Satan 
had already had time to shew themselves, 
and to call into action the faith of his dis- 
ciples and the power of the principles im- 
planted in their bosoms. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it was to be expected the epis- 
tles would contain many things not ex- 
hibited in the previous Scriptures ; peculiarly 
suitable for our study, who stand in the 
same position of full and certain revelation 
of things realized and proved, as the apostles 
did when they wrote them. And this is in 
fact the case. If we examine reflectively, 
we shall find there are many things relative 
to Christianity we have occasion to know, 
that cannot be found any where biit in the 
Epistles ; with respect as well to the doctrines 
of the Gospel, as to the circumstances and 
difficulties that attend the profession of it, 
in the church in general or its individual 
members. With respect to circumstances, 
there are cases innumerable, which arising 
out of the profession of Christianity, could 
find an example only among those who had 
professed it; and with respect to the doc- 
trines, intimated and darkly revealed through- 



reader's guide. 155 

out the previous parts of revelation ^ they 
never were fully explained to the under- 
standing of the believer, till the Holy Spirit 
was given as his instructor. 

It is thence evident that the Epistles must 
form a most important portion of our de- 
votional studies. So evident, we need not 
perhaps stay to make a remark on those who 
presume to think the study of them not 
necessary, or less necessary than that of the 
Gospels ; consider them as * fields of contro- 
versy and mazes of criticism, unsafe for the 
simple and the ignorant to adventure in. So 
boldly does man's perversity make darkness 
of the purest light, find a labyrinth of mys- 
tery in the most perfect revelation of God's 
will, and charge their own wilful ignorance 
and blindness on the obscurity of his holy 
word* 

Scarcely expecting to be read by any who 
are in the habit of thus rejecting and setting 
at nought this portion of the Bible, we allude 
to them but slightly. There may be some, 
however, among our younger readers, who 
have been misled by them to suppose, that 
these parts are too difficult for their under- 
standing; that the doctrinal parts, at least. 
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miiftt be reseryed for wiser heads and ma- 
turer years; they haring' nothing to do but 
with |)4am precepts and practical results. 
A ^^reater mistake cannot exist, or a more 
dangerous one. The religion of Christ is not 
a mere system of morality, in which opinions 
are of no consequence, so the precepts be 
obserred, and you may believe what you 
Kl^e, if you do what you are bidden. On 
the contrary, when Paul was asked the way 
of salvation, what he prescribed was a point 
of beliefs a doctrine: and it is the very first 
prfncipfe of the religion of the Gospel and 
of our church, that if its precepts could be 
observed, which^ tbey cannot, without the ac- 
ceptance of its doctrines, being a fabric 
raised o» other foundatton than that which 
God has laid, it eotrld do no otherwise than 
fall ; and what little had been done in the 
way of slavish obedience, were not only 
worthless, but bearing aetuaUy the character 
of sni. Of this- may every one, of whatever 
age or capacity, be assured; that if they 
fancy they are fulfilling the precepts of re- 
ligion without understanding its fundamental 
doctrines, they are deceiving themselves to 
their eternal ruin. Most particularly an 
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sadt we urge a f reqnent, earnest, and devout 
perusal of the- Epistles. 

We know, most of us by experfence, all 
by obsenration, how nnich knowledge is 
often wantrng after the principle of grace has 
been received into the heart — ^how incorrect 
and vacrFfating prrnciples betray us per* 
petually into errors and excesses^ both of 
conduct and opinion. Every new-comer 
acts' upon our ignorance to unsettle and mis- 
lead us. Not certain what is true or what 
is right, we fall eagerly into every mistake 
that is proposed to ns; and when its futility 
is found, either is our faitlf iir the Gospel 
altogether shaken, or our steps are retraced 
in ramcfa darkness and weariness of spirit. 
We try the depths and intricacies of human 
controrersy; but these only invohre us inr 
deeper obscurity-^-for where the wise differ, 
how are the simple to decide? We accn- 
mulafe books and opinions upon disputed 
points, and from their contradictions gather 
greater eonfnston than we began with: or 
are inffuenced by a name to take up opinions 
without duly appreciating them, and follow 
a party, till some greater name or newer 
party mcKne us to the opposite. Meantime, 

p 
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the spirit of religion thrives not within 
** Unstable as water thon shalt not excel." 
The peace of a satisfied conscience b not in 
our bosoms : the activity of a mind set free 
from doubt and fearfulness is not seen in our 
lives: we are as Paul describes, *^£ver 
learning, but never coming to a knowledge 
of the truth/' 

Nothing is more essential to the fruition of 
a religious life, than a clear, correct, and 
satisfied understandipg of the doctrines of 
the Gospel at its commencement. This may 
be proved by fact, as by reasoning it might 
be expected. I have rarely seen a steady 
course, and a consistent christian conduct 
maintained through the life, but I have found 
the doctrines were well understood and re- 
ceived at its commencement: while of the 
vacillating, unsteady, and unequal walk, I 
have as generally found the origin to be an 
unsatisfied and uncertain creed. Let every 
one, therefore however young in religion, 
be persuaded that it is of incalculable im- 
portance what they believe — ^that though 
some truths may be more essential to sal- 
vation than others, there is no truth that is 
unimportant — ^there cannot be a truth too 
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much^a truth of so little value, that it 
should be wilfully dispensed with. I do not 
advise to controversy, but I do advise to 
strenuous, unremitted enquiry, till the mind 
be fully enlightened and satisfied of the 
tenets of its faith. I do not advise to wade 
through the folios of disputation, but I ad- 
vise to seek light and knowledge in the pages 
of Scripture; and never to relinquish the 
pursuit, till the belief that has arisen out of 
that study is too strong to be moved by the 
opinions of any man ; though ready, ever 
in deepest humility ready to be relinquished, 
if by increasing light upon his Holy Word, 
God should disclose to us more or other- 
wise than we have yet perceived. 

And may all, if they will, attain to this 
clear understanding of the Scriptures, in 
doctrines perhaps for ages controverted, and 
no nearer agreed upon than they were at 
first? — I do not know. — But this I have 
observed — the ignorant, the unlettered, and 
the simple-minded, attain to it, and rest in it, 
and live by it, while wisdom cavils, and 
learning is at fault— and if you go to them 
with your thinkings, reasonings, and doubt- 
ings, they smile upon your folly, and tell 
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you ** it id 80 in the Bible, and they have no 
doubt the Bible is right.'' It is certaiD that 
none can attain to the right understanding 
of the Scriptures, but those to whoni God 
by his Spirit will unclose them; and this 
Spirit has been promised to all who diligently 
seek it. Is the deduction not that the know- 
ledge of all truth is within the reach of evory 
one who rightly pursues it ? No limit has 
been set for intellect, age, or condition. 
That ihia certainty of truth is so seldom 
reached^ there may be many reasons. In* 
stead of simple, earnest r^erence to Scrip- 
ture for our establishment in disputed points 
of doctrine, we generally receire them in 
the first instance from men — any who happen 
to have influence at the time. Immediately 
they become our opinions; there is a sort 
of appropriation ; we begin to value them as 
someUiing of our own ; we grow warm and 
eager in their defence; unconsciously to 
ourselves, a party feeling kindles in our 
bosoms, and the doctrines gain an interest 
with us, quite apart from our persuasion of 
their truth. When these opinions happea 
to be impugned, instead of going to Scrip*- 
ture to see if we are really right, wc get 
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volume upon volume to confirm us in them ; 
all vf^ho are supposed to differ being shunned 
as dangerous, or read with settled determi- 
nation to find them in the wrong. Thus 
we grow warmer and warmer, surer and 
surer — ^for a little time. Our doctrines being 
founded on no actual certainty derived from 
the understanding of God's word, they are 
ever liable to terminate where they had their 
origin — in the influence of human opinion. 
Some stronger influence, or perhaps the 
mere effect of experience and reflection, 
discloses to us how very little ground we 
really had for what we so warmly main- 
tained. Now again, if we were wise, we 
might go to the Scripture to learn a better 
creed, or get a better foundation for the 
one we have. But it is not uncommon, 
instead of this, to find the heady contro- 
versialist, because himself was wrong, as- 
serting that every body is wrong, or every 
body right^that all mean alike, and the 
points disputed are of no consequence — ^and 
he that before was violent for an unexamined 
creed, is now supinely contented without 
any creed at all. And from this it results, 
that a great proportion of people do not 

p2 
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kno^ wbal they beUeTe«*-*aa<i a still greater 
do not know why tbey believe what they 
do — and of the remainder very many, when 
urged upon the grounds of their beUef^ refer 
you to this nan and that man^ this writer 
and that writer, to any thing but the 
word of God — for thence they bad them 
Boty however they may in fact be found 
there. 

Most earnestly, therefore, I recommeBJ 

the devotional reading of the Epistles, for 

the express purpose of correcting, confirmingp 

or elucidating our doctrinal views. This is 

not a knowledge, like others we have spoken 

of, better reserved for times of study than 

intruded upon our hours of devotion. It 

is of things to be learned best, perhapa 

learned only on our knees — I mean, that 

since they must be taught u» of God, they 

xsan be learned only in his presence, with 

prayer on the lips, and devotion in the 

heart— in the feeling, if not in the attitude of 

supplication* Whenever you are agitated 

with doubtfulness upon any point of belief, 

when some opinion you have heard distracts 

your judgment, or disturbs your thoughts, 

by no means put it aside as of no consequence. 
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or unfit to be entertained— unless iodeed 
it be frivolous and beside the purpose of 
God's revelation — but take it with you at 
your next devotional reading — seek out sobm 
chapter that bears upon the point, study it 
as before God, and earnestly intreat him 
that you may find — not the confirmation of 
previous opinion, arguments to baffie your 
opponents-* but truth -^ for you or against 
you, truth. Never, I believe, were that 
our simple object, should we fail to find it^ 
and to become gradually enlightened in 
every thing God in liis revelation has made 
known. If you find doctrines you cannot 
understand, believe them first, and wait 
for more light to understand them by. If 
there are sentences ths^t have been difierently 
interpreted, take them upon their plainest 
sense, till the light of other Scriptures re« 
veals to you a better. And having proved 
your earnest desire to know the truth, by 
the humble, simple, and teachable spirit 
with which you have enquired of it before 
God, go not to disprove it instantly on leaving 
your chamber, by taking the word of the 
first person you meet, in contradiction to the 
word you have been reading : nay, nor the 
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opinions of the world united » could you 
get them to agree, against the plain sense of 
the written word of God. But if any thing 
should arise to make you doubt the justness 
of your conclusions, go back on the first 
opportunity to the presence of God, and 
to your Bible, and correct the opinion where 
you formed it. 

It is needless to say the Epistles contain a 
great deal more than doctrines. They are 
peculiarly yaluable in that they contain di- 
rections for the life and conversation of 
Christians, as distinct from other men. They 
are addressed to the saints and brethren 
exclusively, as the head of each epistle ex- 
presses, and fully make known to us what 
the early followers of Jesus were, as well 
as what God reqiiired they should be. This 
is most useful. We are extremely apt, par- 
ticularly in our days of inexperience, to 
fancy our case unlike to every other — our 
feelings, difficulties, and temptations different* 
Yet if we examine the Epistles for the pur- 
pose, we shall find of almost every case an 
applicable and sufficient example, with di- 
rections to guide, and assurances to support 
lis under it. Let tis not omit, in every doubt. 
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to ha^e recourse to these testimonies of 
the faithfulness of God and the perrersity 
of man* 

The precepts also of the Epistles are in- 
valuable : and for this reason. Man, when 
he passes from a state of nature to a state 
of grace, becomes a new creature — old things 
are passed away, all things are become new* 
He looks about upon the altered world as 
one who knows not where he treads. The 
rules by which he has directed his conduct 
hitherto are insufficient or inapplicable. His 
previous maxims and habits are unsuitable to 
his new condition. Pixed and immutable 
as are the laws of God and the principles 
of right, so thoroughly has man's corruption 
mistaken and perverted them, that when 
summoned back into his Maker's service, 
he has to find for himself an entirely new 
code of laws for the direction of his conduct, 
even in the common relationships of life. 
As a father, a child, a servant, a subject, 
there are new demands upon his conscience, 
and new responsibilities to meet. I do not 
say different from what the natural man's 
duties are — but decidedly different from 
what his conduct can be. This new code. 
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signified in the ten commandments, and 
explained in the Saviour^s sermon on the 
mount, is amplified and minutely digested 
in the Epistles; and they cannot be too 
often referred to as a digest of the moral 
law of God, in all its spiritual applications. 



THE END, 



J. Dbmnbtt, Uatber Lane, Hotborn, Loi4<ni. 
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